
MAGNIFICENT TWIN GRAND PARADES IN SAN 
NICOLAS ON SATURDAY AND ORANJESTAD 
ON SUNDAY TO CLOSE ARUBA’S CARNAVAL! 
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Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber speaks during an interview in Salem, Ore. Kitzhaber, long regarded as a wily survivor of Oregon politics, resigned Feb. 13, 2015 amid a 
spiraling crisis that included a criminal investigation of the role that his fiancee played in his administration as well as crumbling support from his Democratic Party 
colleagues. 


(Thomas Patterson/The New York Times) 
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The Aruba Today Newspaper announces that due the ‘Carnaval Monday’ 
holiday, we will not be in circulation Monday, February 16, 2015. We will 
be back on newsstands everywhere bright and early to serve our readers 
and advertisers first thing in the morning, Tuesday, February 1 7 , 2015. Until 
then, have a wonderful Carnaval Weekend from the team at the Aruba 
Today Newspaper! 

























Ukraine cease-fire deadline provokes bitter last-gasp battle 


SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2015 


HUP FRONT 




Associated Press 
ARTEMIVSK, Ukraine (AP) — 

Russian-backed separatists 
mounted a vicious assault 
Friday in eastern Ukraine 
ahead of a weekend 
cease-fire deadline, pum- 
meling a strategic railway 
hub with wave upon wave 
of shelling in a last-minute 
grab for territory. At least 26 
people were killed across 
the region. 

The fiercest confrontations 
focused on the govern¬ 
ment-held town of Debalt- 


seve, a key transport cen¬ 
ter that has been on the 
receiving end of dozens of 
artillery and rocket salvos 
in the 24-hour period after 
the peace deal was sealed 
Thursday by the leaders of 
Russia, Ukraine, Germany 
and France. 

Associated Press reporters 
observed intense shelling 
Friday along the highway 
north of Debaltseve, which 
remains the town’s only 
land link with the rest of 
government-controlled ter¬ 


ritory. The deadline for the 
warring sides to halt hostili¬ 
ties is Sunday at one min¬ 
ute after midnight. Interfax- 
Ukraine news agency quot¬ 
ed Petro Mekhed, Ukraine's 
deputy defense minister, 
as saying that separatist 
forces had been tasked 
with hoisting their flags over 
Debaltseve, as well as the 
key port city of Mariupol, 
before the cease-fire fakes 
hold. 

Military spokesman Andriy 
Lysenko said 11 soldiers 
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Russian-backed separatists wait for their transport, preparing 
to leave towards the frontline, in the village of Vergulivka, just 
outside Debaltseve, eastern Ukraine, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2015. 
Fierce fighting surged Friday in eastern Ukraine as Russian- 
backed separatists mounted a major, sustained offensive to 
capture a strategic railway hub ahead of a weekend cease-fire 
deadline. At least 25 people were killed across the region, of¬ 
ficials reported. 

(AP Photo/Maximilian Clarke) 


have been killed and 40 
wounded across eastern 
Ukraine since the agree¬ 
ment was reached in the 
Belarusian capital, Minsk. 
At least eight civilians also 
have died in government- 
controlled territory, region¬ 
al authorities loyal to Kiev 
said, while the rebels said 
seven civilians were killed 
in artillery attacks on the 
separatist-held cities of Lu- 
hansk and Horlivka. 

Shells landed Friday as far 
as Artemivsk, a govern- 
menf-held fown 25 miles 
behind fhe fronf line. Asso¬ 
ciated Press reporters saw 
the body of a child killed 
after rocket fire hif a kinder¬ 
garten there, and regional 
officials said the child and 
one other civilian died in 
the attack. 

In recent days, separatist 
fighters have nearly com¬ 
pletely encircled Ukrai¬ 
nian forces in Debaltseve, 
where all but a few thou¬ 
sand civilians have fled fhe 
fighting. 

Ukraine says Debaltseve 
should remain in govern¬ 


ment control under the 
terms of a September 
peace deal. A copy of fhaf 
agreemenf leaked fo Ukrai¬ 
nian media shows fhe fown 
lying on fhe government's 
side of the line of division 
agreed by both the rebels 
and Ukrainian officials. 

But even as Thursday’s 
peace deal was an¬ 
nounced, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko 
appeared to disagree over 
the town's future. Putin said 
the rebels consider the 
Ukrainian forces there sur¬ 
rounded and expect them 
to surrender, while Ukraine 
insisted its troops have not 
been blocked. 

On Friday, Ukrainian ac¬ 
cess to the sole highway 
linking Debaltseve to 
government-held territory 
looked to have been com¬ 
promised with the appar¬ 
ent capture of Lohvynove, 
a village just to the north. 
AP reporters on Friday saw 
the smoldering remains of 
two Ukrainian army trucks 
on a road nearby.□ 
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Governor of Oregon resigns amid fiancee scandal 


KIRK JOHNSON 

©2015 New York Times 
SEATTLE - Gov. John Kit- 
zhaber, long regarded as a 
wily survivor of Oregon poli¬ 
tics, resigned Friday amid a 
spiraling crisis that included 
a criminal investigation of 
the role that his fiancee 
played in his administration 
as well as crumbling sup¬ 
port from his Democratic 
Party colleagues. 

It was a steep and rapid fall 
for Kitzhaber, 67, a former 
emergency room doctor 
who won an unprecedent¬ 
ed fourth term as gover¬ 
nor in November. His res¬ 
ignation means that Kate 
Brown, the Oregon secre¬ 
tary of state and a fellow 
Democrat, will become 
governor, in accordance 
with the succession plan in 
the state constitution. 

Even during the recent 
election, Kitzhaber had 
been plagued by questions 
about his fiancee, Cylvia 
Hayes, with whom he lived, 
and whether she had vio¬ 
lated ethics rules or criminal 
laws in advising him about 
clean energy issues while 
serving as a consultant on 
the topic. Before Novem¬ 
ber's election and after, 
he repeatedly denied any 
wrongdoing by Hayes, 47, 
or his office, and pledged 
cooperation in the various 


inquiries, including one ini¬ 
tiated this month by the 
state’s attorney general, El¬ 
len Rosenblum, who is also 
a Democrat, which could 


result in criminal charges. 
But in the past few days, 
some senior Democrats 
in the heavily Democrat¬ 
ic state abandoned him 
and called for his resigna¬ 
tion. Brown, 54, the secre¬ 
tary of state, was among 


those who distanced her¬ 
self, releasing a statement 
Thursday describing what 
she said was a “bizarre” 
meeting she had had with 


Kitzhaber - saying that he 
had asked her to rush back 
to Oregon from a confer¬ 
ence in Washington, D.C., 
this week to speak privately 
with him. But once in the 
meeting, Brown said she 
found him confused or un¬ 


certain about why she had 
come. “This is clearly a bi¬ 
zarre and unprecedented 
situation,” Brown said in her 
statement. “I informed the 


governor that I am ready, 
and my staff will be ready, 
should he resign." 

Brown, a lawyer who prac¬ 
ticed juvenile and family 
law before entering politics, 
is not a stranger to state 
government. She served in 


the state House and Sen¬ 
ate before her election as 
secretary of state in 2008 
and is regarded as a lib¬ 
eral - although that covers 
a wide range of positions in 
Oregon. She will also be the 
state’s first openly bisexual 
governor. 

Kitzhaber rose through the 
state legislature before 
first winning the governor's 
office in 1994. He served 
two terms then, and subse¬ 
quently made a comeback 
for a third term in 2010, be¬ 
coming a signature pres¬ 
ence for a generation of 
Oregonians - with an ur¬ 
ban cowboy style of jeans, 
boots and a sport jacket 
with no tie that became a 
kind of personal brand. 

But with his opponents pre¬ 
paring to collect signatures 
for two recall petitions, the 
attorney general's looming 
investigation, and, perhaps 
most crucially, a vacuum 
of support from the Demo¬ 
crats who control the state 
legislature, Kitzhaber de¬ 
cided he had had enough. 
In a statement released by 
his office, Kitzhaber said he 
would be exonerated. 

“I am confident that I have 
not broken any laws nor 
taken any actions that 
were dishonest or dishonor¬ 
able in their intent or out¬ 
come,” he said. □ 



President Barack Obama and Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber. at a rally in Portland Ore. Kitzhaber. 
long regarded as a wily survivor of Oregon politics, resigned Feb. 13, 2015 amid a spiraling crisis 
that included a criminal investigation of the role that his fiancee played in his administration as 
well as crumbling support from his Democratic Party colleagues. 

(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 
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Fall in love again 

while you indulge an exquisite fine dining experience 

and let this Valentine’s Day 
be the sweetest yet 
at 

THE RITZ-CARLTON, ARUBA 

on 

Saturday, February 14th 


MAD 
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Diver Scallop 
Carpaccio* 

Celery root* 
Russian Osetra Caviar 

Black Seabass 
Crispy skirt. 

Potato Fondante. 
Tarragon 

Beef 

IH55 Beef Filet* parsnips, 
Red currant, 

Black chocolate and 
Tonka beans. 

Chocolate 

Chocolate Rose Cremeux, 
Red Velvet sponge. 
Rose sorbet 


Shrimp Spiedini 

Shrimp, Tomato* Mushroom and 
Zucchini with 
Arugula peslo sauce 

Pasta 

Homemade Gnoechi 
With gorgoiiftotn sauce, pecans and 
Carameliwd apples 

Meal 

Braised Veal Cheeks 
served with Crispy Polenta, 
Asparagus tips* Cauliflower pome 
(vegetarian options avail ah Lei 

Dessert 

Raspberries While chocolate Her & 
Warm Chocolate Cake 
Fresh berries, vanilla bean ice 
cream 


Feast on small bites 

Shrimp eeviehc, tenderluir skewers, 
crab cakes* lobster cappuccino 
charculerie and cheeses* 
mixed olives. 


Reef and ranch pairing 

I S55 Black Angus Rib eye, 
Caribbean lobster, 
pomroes duchesse. asparagus, 
sauce beamaise. 
seasonal vegetables 


Chocolate Chocolate 

Cream Cheese Red Velvet & 
Classic Chocolate Cake Jumbo 
straw berry, 
grand mariner sauce 


!25 USD per person 


65 USD per person 


ISO USD per couple 


For reservations please call 521-2222 
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OPEN DAILY FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER 8 DRINKS 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY FROM 8:00 AM - MIDNIGHT 
FRIDAY 8 SATURDAY FROM 8:00 AM -1:00 AM 

• DAILY SPECIALS FREE WIFI 

• FREE & AMPLE PARKING 6 ICE-COLD DRAFT BEERS 

• 6 FLAT SCREENS KIDS MENU & KIDS CORNER 

BARREL AGED COCKTAILS ARUBA'S LARGEST BOURBON SELECTION 


GOURMET BURGERS 8 

barrel aged 

COCKTAILS 


LOCATED DOWNTOWN ORANJESTAD AT RENAISSANCE (SEAPORT) MARKETPLACE ACROSS THE OCEAN SUITES 
TEL: +297 583 5511 EMAIL: INFO@SIDEBARARUBA.COM WWW.SIDEBARARUBA.COM 



Most Alabama counties are granting same-sex marriage licenses 



Kim Gebauer, left, and Regina Gebauer both of Daphne, Ala., 
get married in a double wedding with Peggy Belcher, second 
from right, and her partner Louise Lynn, both of Mobile, Ala., at 
Government Plaza in Mobile, Ala. The Rev. Sandy O'Steen of 
Cornerstone Metropolitan Community Church in Mobile, Ala., 
officiated. 


CAMPBELL ROBERTSON 
© 2015 New York Times 
MOBILE, Ala. - As probate 
courts around Alabama 
opened Friday, a day after 
a federal judge barred the 
probate judge in Mobile 
County from denying mar¬ 
riage licenses to same-sex 
couples, a realization be¬ 
gan to sink in among many 
that a weeklong judicial 
row was coming to a close. 
“After yesterday’s ruling, it 
seems inevitable," said Pro¬ 
bate Judge Rocky Ridings 
of Marion County, in the 
northwestern part of the 
state. “There’s no point in 
making attorneys rich and 
going on to lose anyway.” 
Like many probate judges 
reached Friday, Ridings 
said that he was still go¬ 
ing to talk with his lawyer 
about his options but that 
he would probably begin 
issuing marriage licenses 
to all couples, straight and 
gay, next week. 

This week, for him and oth¬ 
ers, has been confounding. 
Judge Callie V.S. Granade 
of U.S. District Court ruled 
in January that the state's 
same-sex marriage ban 
was unconstitutional, and 


(AP Photo/Sharon Steinmann) 

as of Monday, that ruling 
was to be in effect. But 
on Sunday night, the chief 
justice of the Alabama Su¬ 
preme Court, Roy S. Moore, 
ordered probate judges 
not to comply, arguing that 
the federal ruling did not 
apply to them because, 
among other things, pro¬ 
bate judges were not de¬ 
fendants in that case. 

On Thursday, however, 
Granade ordered Probate 
Judge Don Davis of Mobile 
County to comply with her 
earlier ruling, which ap¬ 
parently sent a signal to 
many of the other judges 
around the state. “You got 
the federal judge here on 
the left and the chief jus¬ 
tice on the right, and here 
I am in the middle,” said 
Probate Judge Leon Ar¬ 
cher of Tallapoosa County, 
who ceased issuing any 
licenses this week but will 
pick up again next week 
giving licenses to straight 
and gay couples. “I have 
my beliefs, but in my office 
I have to put those aside.” 
A tally of probate courts Fri¬ 
day by Freedom To Marry, 
a group that advocates for 
the rights of gays to marry. 


put the number of counties 
issuing or planning to issue 
marriage applications to 
same-sex couples at 47 out 
of 67. 

That had nearly doubled 
since Thursday and ac¬ 
counted for more than 
three-quarters of the state's 
population. Those that are 
not among the 47 include 
counties that are issuing li¬ 


censes only to straight cou¬ 
ples, those that are issuing 
no licenses at all and those 
for which the current policy 
is unknown (in some rural 
areas probate courts keep 
limited hours and may not 
be open Friday). Some 
judges in these counties 
said Thursday's ruling did 
not definitively settle the 
confusion. 


“I took an oath to uphold 
federal and state, and right 
now I feel like I’m still under 
state because there’s not 
been a federal ruling to 
me,” said Probate Judge 
Ryan Robertson of Cle¬ 
burne County, who added 
that his personal convic¬ 
tions certainly affected his 
decision not to issue licens¬ 
es to same-sex couples. Q 
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As hate crime inquiry begins; 

Obama strongly condemns killings of Muslim students 


Turkey rebuked Obama war had raised more than 
earlier in the day for not $300,000 by Friday morn¬ 
speaking out. Ban Ki- ing. 

moon, secretary-general Advocates for Muslims, 
of the United Nations, also civil rights groups and the 
extended condolences to victims’ families said Friday 



Helen Schietinger holds a sign during a demonstration and Muslim prayer in response to the 
killing of three Muslim students in North Carolina on Tuesday, in front of the White House in 
Washington, Feb. 13, 2015. Muslim and Arab-American groups on Friday welcomed the news 
that the FBI would look into the killings to determine if they were a hate crime, even as outrage 
and pressure for action grew around the world. (Jabin Botsford/The New York Times) 


JONATHAN M. KATZ 
RICHARD PEREZ-PENA 
© 2015 New York Times 
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. - Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama on Fri¬ 
day condemned the killing 
of three Muslim students 
in North Carolina as fed¬ 
eral investigators said they 
had begun an inquiry into 
whether the killings were a 
hate crime. 

“No one in the United 
States of America should 
ever be targeted because 
of who they are, what they 
look like, or how they wor¬ 
ship,” the president said in 
a statement released by 
the White Flouse. “As we 
saw with the overwhelm¬ 
ing presence at the funeral 
of these young Americans, 
we are all one American 
family.” 

The president’s comments 
- coming as the FBI, fed¬ 
eral prosecutors and the 
Civil Rights Division of the 
Justice Department an¬ 
nounced they would look 
into the killings as a pos¬ 
sible hate crime - followed 
growing pressure from 
Muslim groups around the 
country and the world who 
have complained about 
a lack of attention to the 
brutal killings. The three stu¬ 
dents were shot and killed 
over what the police ini¬ 
tially described as a park¬ 
ing dispute with a middle- 
aged white neighbor who 
later turned himself in. 

The case has quickly be¬ 
come an international 
cause. The government 
of Jordan - former home 
of the family of two of the 
victims - advised that it was 
closely watching the case, 
while the prime minister of 


the victims’ families. 

Muslim groups also orga¬ 
nized a prayer outside the 
White House on Friday af¬ 
ternoon, one of more than 
100 vigils that have been 
held, or are scheduled, in 
several countries, for the 
students - Yusor Moham¬ 
mad Abu-Salha, 21; her 
husband, Deah Shaddy 
Barakat, 23; and her sister, 
Razan Mohammad Abu- 
Salha, 19. They were shot 
to death Tuesday outside 
a Chapel Hill apartment 
complex. 

A project by Barakat to 
raise $20,000 to help refu¬ 
gees of the Syrian civil 


that even if the FBI inquiry 
was partly about appear¬ 
ances, those appearances 
matter, sending a needed 
message that the federal 
government takes anti- 
Muslim and anti-Arab bias 
seriously. 

Fire damaged an Islamic 
Center in Houston on Fri¬ 
day morning, prompting 
speculation about anoth¬ 
er bias crime. And Muslim 
leaders have voiced fears 
that a long-scheduled 
“Summit on Countering 
Violent Extremism,” will fan 
anti-Muslim sentiment. 
Relatives of the Chapel Hill 
victims say the police have 


told them that all three vic¬ 
tims had been shot in the 
head, and say they do not 
accept statements by the 
authorities that the fatal 
confrontation appeared 


to have begun, at least, 
as a neighborhood park¬ 
ing dispute. “Everybody 
in both families - brothers, 
sisters, parents - believes 
wholeheartedly that this is 
a hate crime, so they feel 
validated that the FBI is 
looking into it,” said Linda 
Sarsour, who has acted as 
a spokeswoman for the 
families. “We're in a pretty 
critical juncture when it 
comes to Americans and 
Islam. The feds might be 
doing this as a way to say 
to the American Muslim 
community, here’s an ol¬ 
ive branch.” Nihad Awad, 
executive director of the 


Council on American- 
Islamic Relations, said: “It 
comes at a critical time, 
where American Muslims 
feel under siege. This an¬ 
nouncement, I believe 
it's comforting for many 
people." The FBI at first 
said that it would aid in 
the investigation by local 
and state authorities, but 
would not conduct its own 
investigation. When asked 
Wednesday about the 
shootings, a White House 
spokesman said, “We’re 
going to await the results 
of that investigation before 
we say anything.” 

Then, late Thursday, the 
FBI issued a statement that 
federal authorities had 
“opened a parallel prelimi¬ 
nary inquiry,” something 
short of a full-fledged in¬ 
vestigation, “to determine 
whether or not any federal 
laws were violated related 
to the case.” 

Ripley Rand, the U.S. at¬ 
torney for the Middle Dis¬ 
trict of North Carolina, said 
his office was committed 
to fully investigating the 
case, adding that it was 
important that the Muslim 
community know that the 
federal government was 
taking what happened se¬ 
riously. “I intend to review 
every piece of evidence 
involved in it to make sure 
that we do our part to see 
that justice is done,” Rand 
said. “This is obviously a 
matter of global concern.” 
A coalition of 150 civil 
rights and religious groups, 
most of them not direct¬ 
ly involved in Muslim or 
Arab affairs, called Friday 
for a full-fledged federal 
investigation.^ 
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Medication in home of suspect in ‘American Sniper’ trial 


JAMIE STENGLE 
Associated Press 
STEPHENVILLE, Texas (AP) — 

Authorities found marijua¬ 
na, a nearly empty bottle of 
whiskey and anfi-psychofic 
medicafion while search¬ 
ing the home of the former 
Marine charged with killing 
“American Sniper" author 
Chris Kyle and his friend, a 
Texas Ranger testified Fri¬ 
day. 

The testimony was the lat¬ 
est of the evidence pre¬ 
sented to jurors this week 
that has shed light on Eddie 
Ray Routh’s mental state at 
the time of the killings two 
years ago at a rural Texas 
shooting range. 

The case has drawn intense 
interest, largely because of 
the Oscar-nominated film 
based on Kyle's memoir 
that details his four tours in 
Iraq. The film has unexpect¬ 
edly grossed nearly $300 
million. 

Texas Ranger David Arm¬ 
strong said the search of 
the small wood-framed 
house turned up drug par¬ 
aphernalia, alcohol and 
medication prescribed to 
Routh that defense says 
was used to treat schizo¬ 
phrenia. On the refrigera¬ 
tor was a note with Kyle’s 
name and phone number. 
Defense attorneys are 


mounting an insanity de¬ 
fense for the former Ma¬ 
rine. Prosecutors have de¬ 
scribed the 27-year-old as 
a troubled drug user who 
used marijuana and whis¬ 
key the day of the killings 
and knew right from wrong 
despite any history of men¬ 
tal illnesses. 

If convicted, Routh faces 
life in prison without parole. 
On Thursday, prosecutors 
presented a video in which 
officers spoke with Routh 
as he sat in the pickup that 
authorities said he took 
from Kyle after fleeing the 
shooting range where Kyle 
and his friend Chad Little¬ 
field were killed. 

Routh refused to leave the 
vehicle and eventually 
sped off with police in pur¬ 
suit. 

At one point during the 
chase, the video shows 
that a police vehicle 
rammed the pickup. Even¬ 
tually the car became dis¬ 
abled along the side of the 
road. 

The video showed officers 
trying to talk Routh into 
surrendering as he makes 
comments such as, “An¬ 
archy has been killing the 
world," "I don't know if I'm 
going insane,” and, “Is this 
about hell walking on earth 
right now?”Q 



0J jqrtuchp 


we are open Carnival Sunday 

from 5pm till 11pm 


For reservation 

Tel: 582-3677 


Ex-Marine Eddie Ray Routh, center, enters the courtroom after a lunch recess during his capital 
murder trial at the Erath County, Donald R. Jones Justice Center in Stephenville, Texas, Friday, Feb. 
13, 2015. Routh, 27, of Lancaster, is charged with the 2013 deaths of former Navy SEAL Chris Kyle 
and his friend Chad Littlefield at a shooting range near Glen Rose, Texas. 

(AP Photo/Paul Moseley) 



FOR THE HUNGRY! <£* MENU ITEMS 

~ RED FISH DELICIOUS DISHES ~ RED FISH MENU SAMPLE 

1 


• V 2 Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 

with creole or garlic sauce 


• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 

in creole or garlic sauce 


• y 2 Lb Fresh Shrimp $15.40 

• Pan fried Lobster 6oz $20.00 

• 1 Lb Fresh Shrimp $25.70 

• Filet Mignon 6oz. Angus $18.30 

• 1 Lb Fish & Shrimps $25.70 

• Chicken Sate $10.85 


• Calco (conch) & Shrimp $25.15 

CALL NOW 


in creole or garlic sauce 

FOR RESERVATIONS 


• Balchi di Pisca (2 fish cakes ) $10.85 

^ OR TAKE OUT! 


• Fish Soup $6.90 

Tel.280-6666 


Open daily from 11:30am - 10:00pm (closed on Mondays) • Orange Mall Sasaki 
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Health sign-ups rocket, spurred by warnings of penalties 


ROBERT PEAR 
ABBY GOODNOUGH 
© 2015 New York Times 
WASHINGTON The 

Obama administration, 
which for the first time is 
telling consumers that they 
face a “hefty penalty” 
if they fail to sign up for 
health insurance by Sun¬ 
day, is on course to meet 
its goal of enrolling several 
million more people than 
last year. 

In the last few days, the 
administration has flood¬ 
ed consumers with emails 
exhorting them to sign up 
and, in some cases, noting 
the potential penalties. 
“While the penalty is a min¬ 
imum of only $95 per adult 
without coverage in 2014,” 
one message says, “that 



Vi Nguyen, right, translates for her sister-in-law, Kim Trinh, left, as 
Laura Burbank, a certified application counselor with Planned 
Parenthood, helped Trinh sign up for health insurance on Health- 
Care.gov in Manchester, Mo., Feb. 12, 2015. The Obama ad¬ 
ministration, which for the first time is telling consumers that they 
face a “hefty penalty” if they fail to sign up for health insurance 
by Sunday, is on course to meet its goal of enrolling several mil¬ 
lion more people than last year. 

(Whitney Curtis/The New York Times) 
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fee rises to a minimum of 
$325 per adult without cov¬ 
erage in 2015, and to $695 
per adult in 2016.” 
California officials rein¬ 
forced the federal mes¬ 
sage. Peter V. Lee, the 
executive director of the 
California insurance ex¬ 
change, said “the cost of 
remaining uninsured is ris¬ 
ing," adding, “A family of 
four earning $70,000 a year 
could pay close to $1,000 
in their taxes if they remain 
uninsured in 2015.” 

When the current sign-up 
period began in November 

2014, there were 6.7 mil¬ 
lion people with coverage 
through the exchanges. 
The administration's goal is 
to have at least 9.1 million 
people enrolled and pay¬ 
ing premiums at the end of 
this year. 

Enrollment is likely to ex¬ 
ceed that goal, but to fall 
short of the Congressional 
Budget Office’s projec¬ 
tion of 12 million people for 

2015. 

Helping the enrollment 
process, consumers, insur¬ 
ance companies, agents 
and brokers, counselors 
and federal and state of¬ 
ficials said signing up had 
gone more smoothly than 
in the first open period a 
year ago, when President 
Barack Obama and mil¬ 
lions of citizens found that 
HealthCare.gov was often 
unusable. 

Anne Dunkelberg, the di¬ 
rector of the health pro¬ 
gram at the Center for Pub¬ 
lic Policy Priorities in Texas, 
said the difference for peo¬ 
ple using HealthCare.gov 
was “like night and day.” 
No longer stymied by tech¬ 
nical problems, she said, 
“consumers can focus on 
the complexities of select¬ 
ing a plan and entering the 
right information in an ap¬ 
plication." 


Many consumers are seek¬ 
ing insurance to avoid tax 
penalties. 

“We are hearing this again 
and again from insurance 
agents and community 
groups,” Lee said. “People 
are walking in their doors 
because they got sent 
there by H&R Block or a 
tax adviser who told them, 
‘You got a penalty for 2014, 
but you can avoid it next 
year.’” 

Jodi A. Ray, the director 
of a large network of in¬ 
surance counselors based 
at the University of South 
Florida in Tampa, said that 
“people are more con¬ 
cerned about being hit 
with penalties" this year. 

In addition, she said, con¬ 
sumers who seek counsel¬ 
ing this year are often more 
knowledgeable, having 
done some research on 
HealthCare.gov. 

The Florida counseling pro¬ 
gram is among the most 
effective in the country. 
About 1.3 million Florida 
residents are enrolled this 
year, up from 984,000 last 
year. 

Still, there are some issues. 
Dunkelberg said that in 
many of Texas’ 254 coun¬ 
ties, especially in sprawl¬ 
ing rural areas, consumers 
have difficulty finding ex¬ 
perts who can help them 
compare and select health 
plans. 

Since Nov. 15, more than 
10 million people have 
selected health plans or 
been automatically re-en- 
rolled through the federal 
and state exchanges, and 
a final surge is expected 
over the weekend. 
Experience suggests that 1 
million to 1.5 million people 
who sign up will not pay 
their share of premiums 
and will have their cover¬ 
age canceled in coming 
months. □ 
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Taliban hit Shiite mosque in Pakistan, killing 20 


RIAZ KHAN 
Associated Press 
PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) 

— Taliban militants stormed 
a Shiite Muslim mosque in 
northwestern Pakistan on 
Friday, killing 20 people in a 
wave of gunfire and explo¬ 
sions before the siege end¬ 
ed, officials said. 

The attack marks the latest 
violence against a religious 
minority that has suffered 
repeated bombings and 
assassinations by hardline 
Islamic militants. The vio¬ 
lence also underscored the 
challenges the military and 
police face to secure the 
country two months after 
a horrific Taliban attack 
against a school sparked 
public outrage and cries for 
greater security. 

The attack in the city of 
Peshawar wounded more 
than 45 people, accord¬ 
ing to Mian Mohammad 
Saeed, the chief of opera¬ 
tions for the Peshawar po¬ 
lice. 

The Taliban claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the violence. 
There were varying ac¬ 
counts of how many at¬ 
tackers carried out the as¬ 
sault. The militants released 
a video showing three at¬ 
tackers while the head of 
the provincial police, Nasir 
Durrani, said four or five at¬ 
tackers were involved. 

The attackers entered the 
mosque from a building 
next door that was under 
construction, he said. They 
jumped over an outer wall 
into the mosque courtyard. 
One person then blew him¬ 
self up, creating a diver¬ 
sion so the other attackers 
could enter the mosque, 
Durrani said. He said at least 
three attackers died in the 
violence — two by blowing 
themselves up, and a third 
was killed by worshippers at 
the mosque. 

“People here showed great 
courage. They grabbed 
one of the attackers from 
his neck, and he couldn’t 
detonate (his explosives), 
and he was shot and killed,” 
Durrani added. 

Authorities were still examin¬ 
ing the scene, and Durrani 
did not say what happened 
to any of the remaining at¬ 
tackers. 

Some worshippers who fled 
the mosque reported that 


at least some of the attack¬ 
ers were wearing security 
uniforms. 

“The prayer was about 
to end when a big bang 
happened, followed by 
dust and smoke. I have 
seen amid the smoke that 
one guy dressed in a po¬ 
lice uniform was firing shots 
and then there was anoth¬ 
er blast," said one of the 
wounded, 22-year-old Syed 
Javed Hasan, speaking 
from his hospital bed. 

One of the dead, Naveed 
Abbas, worked for the U.N. 
Department of Safety and 
Security, according to a 
statement released by the 
United Nations. Secretary- 
General Ban Ki-moon con¬ 
demned the attack and 
urged Pakistani authorities, 
“to redouble their efforts to 
protect religious and ethnic 
monitories and to combat 
terrorism in all its forms,” the 
statement said. 

In Washington, State De¬ 
partment spokeswoman 
Jen Psaki said the U.S. was 
saddened by the attack 
and stands in solidarity with 
the government and peo¬ 
ple of Pakistan in confront¬ 
ing extremist violence. 

A spokesman for the Paki¬ 
stani Taliban, Mohamad 
Khurasani, said the attack 
was in revenge for the exe¬ 
cution of one of their mem¬ 
bers by the Pakistani gov¬ 
ernment. This is the same 
group that claimed respon¬ 
sibility for a horrific attack 
on a school, also in Pesha¬ 
war, on Dec. 16 that left 150 
people dead, almost all of 
them students. 

The violence horrified Paki¬ 
stan and led to cries that 
more needed to be done 
to combat militants. The 
military stepped up opera¬ 
tions in the rugged tribal ar¬ 
eas bordering Afghanistan, 
and the government lifted 
a ban on executions in ter¬ 
rorism-related cases. 

But despite these efforts at¬ 
tacks continue. 

On Jan. 30, militants target¬ 
ed a Shiite mosque in the 
southern city of Shikarpur, 
killing at least 59 people. 
Sunni Muslim extremists of¬ 
ten target Shiite religious 
pilgrims and places of wor¬ 
ship because they do not 
consider Shiites to be true 
Muslims. □ 



People rush an injured person to ◦ hospital following an attack involving suicide bombers and 
gunmen at a Shiite mosque in Peshawar, Pakistan, Friday, Feb. 13, 2015. Militants stormed a Shiite 
mosque in northwestern Pakistan on Friday, killing many people in a wave of shooting and explo¬ 
sions before the siege ended, officials said. 

(AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad) 
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More embassies shut down in Yemen amid violence 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

Saudi Arabia, Italy and 
Germany shut down their 
embassies in Yemen on 
Friday amid growing politi¬ 
cal uncertainty as Yemen’s 
top U.N. envoy warned 
that the Arab world’s poor¬ 
est nation is at a crossroads 
between “civil war and dis¬ 
integration.” 

The new embassy closures 
come days after similar 
measures by the United 
States, France and Britain, 
threatening international 
isolation for a country that 
houses the world’s most 
active al-Qaida branch. 
Yemen’s elected president 
resigned last month after 
a several-month power 
struggle with Shiite rebels, 
who have controlled the 
capital, Sanaa, since Sep¬ 


tember. The rebels, known 
as Houthis, have since dis¬ 
solved the parliament, and 
President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi and his Cab¬ 
inet ministers remain under 
rebel house arrest. Unit¬ 
ed Nations negotiations, 
headed by envoy Jamal 
Benomar, to resolve the 
deadlock have stalled. 
“Today Yemen is at a cross¬ 
roads,” Benomar told a 
U.N. Security Council brief¬ 
ing Thursday. “Either the 
country will descend into 
civil war and disintegra¬ 
tion, or the country will find 
a way to put the transition 
back on track." 

The Italian Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement Friday 
that the ambassador and 
his staff were returning to 
Italy, and expressed hopes 
that U.N. mediation would 
create conditions permit¬ 
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Policemen stand by U.S. Embassy vehicles, two in the foreground, while patrolling at the parking 
lot of the Sanaa international airport in Sanaa, Yemen, Friday, Feb. 13, 2015. Houthi rebels seized 
about 20 vehicles left by U.S. diplomats and Marines at Sanaa’s airport, officials said. 


ting the embassy to re¬ 
open. In Berlin, Foreign Min¬ 
istry spokeswoman Sawsan 
Chebli said its staff left the 
country Friday. 

Saudi embassy joined the 
rest of the Arab Gulf coun¬ 
tries, which evacuated 
their embassies weeks ago, 
and a security official said 


that the Saudi ambassador 
along with remaining staff¬ 
ers also left the country on 
Friday. 

The Houthis, whose strong¬ 
hold is in northern Yemen, 
are members of the Shiite 
Zaydi sect, which compos¬ 
es nearly 30 percent of the 
Yemeni population. Their 


(AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 

takeover has emboldened 
the militant Sunni Muslims of 
Yemen’s al-Qaida branch, 
which has stepped up at¬ 
tacks in southern and cen¬ 
tral Yemen and garnered 
support among disgruntled 
Sunni tribes — raising con¬ 
cerns of a widening sectar¬ 
ian conflict. a 


2 Al-Jazeera journalists walk free in Egypt 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Two Al- 

Jazeera journalists walked 
free from an Egyptian 
prison Friday and were 
reunited with loved ones 
after more than a year be¬ 
hind bars on terror-related 
charges that drew interna¬ 
tional criticism from human 
rights and media groups. 
Mohamed Fahmy and Ba- 
her Mohammed are free 
pending their retrial, sched¬ 
uled for Feb. 23. A third col¬ 
league, Peter Greste, was 
released two weeks ago 
and deported to his home 
country of Australia. 

Human rights lawyer Amal 
Clooney, who represents 


Fahmy, cautioned that 
there is no guarantee the 
case will be closed or that 
the journalists will be ac¬ 
quitted. 

Fahmy holds a Canadian 
passport, and Clooney 
urged that he be deported 
the way Greste was. She 
asked that the Canadian 
prime minister “personally 
intervene” to ensure au¬ 
thorities hand Fahmy over 
to Canada under a recent¬ 
ly approved decree that 
gives Egypt’s president the 
right to deport foreigners 
who are either on trial or 
have been convicted. 

“This case is not over yet, 
but it should be,” Cloo¬ 
ney said. Mohammed was 


initially sentenced to 10 
years in prison and Fahmy 
to seven years but Egypt's 
top appeals court subse¬ 
quently ordered a retrial 
after overturning the initial 
ruling, citing “flawed evi¬ 
dence.” On Thursday’s first 
session of the retrial, the 
judge ordered their release 
for now. 

Fahmy was reunited with 
his fiancee after his brother 
posted $33,000 bail Friday. 
“Free Sunshine at Cairo 
Marriott Where it all started 
with my better half ... till 
death do us part,” Fahmy 
said in a tweet. He and 
Greste were arrested at 
the hotel in a police raid 
more than a year ago.Q 
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Venezuela officials say ex-general, 13 others in coup plot 



An opposition demonstrator prepares to throw a molotov cocktail 
out at a protest in Caracas, Venezuela. 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan officials on 
Friday cheered fhe thwart¬ 
ing of what they said was 
a planned coup that in¬ 
volved a plot to blow up 
the presidential palace. 
President Nicolas Maduro 
announced Thursday night 
that a retired air force gen¬ 
eral had been arrested 
and 13 other people were 
implicated in a plot to 
overthrow the South Amer¬ 
ican country’s 15 year-old 
socialist revolution. 

“We have foiled a coup 
attempt against democ¬ 
racy and the stability of our 
homeland,” Maduro said, 
speaking on the anniver¬ 
sary of the start of street 
protests that wracked the 
nation last year. 
Venezuela’s government 
has frequently alleged 
coup plots, often without 
providing much evidence 
or follow up. 

Congress president Dios- 
dado Cabello said in a 
television broadcast that 
11 soldiers were among 
those implicated, includ¬ 
ing a retired general, and 
that several had been ar¬ 
rested. He also named two 
opposition politicians and 
a businessman as plotters 
and charged that the U.S 
had tried to buy the loyalty 
of air force officers. 

Cabello showed photos of 
weapons and other items 
that he said had been 
seized from those implicat¬ 
ed. In addition to the pal¬ 
ace, the plotters planned 
to bomb the Defense Min¬ 
istry and the headquar¬ 
ters of the government- 
sponsored news channel 


Telesur, officials charged. 
On Friday, the military's 
top leadership denounced 
the purported coup in a 


nationally televised news 
conference. 

Opposition coalition 

spokesman Jesus Torre- 


at police after clashes broke 
(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 

alba rejected the claim of 
a plot. “The government 
makes up these stories 
about coups to avoid talk¬ 


ing about how the country 
is breaking down,” he told 
a group of journalists. 

U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki 
took a similar line, calling 
the accusation “ludicrous” 
and saying it was part of 
a pattern by Venezuela’s 
government of looking for 
scapegoats as the coun¬ 
try’s struggles with severe 
economic problems. 
“These efforts reflect a lack 
of seriousness on the part 
of the Venezuelan gov¬ 
ernment to deal with the 
grave situation it faces,” 
she told reporters in Wash¬ 
ington. 

A study by the Caracas- 
based newspaper Ultimas 
Noticias counted 63 al¬ 
legations of assassination 
plots from the beginning 
of the late Hugo Chavez's 
presidency in 1999 and his 
death in 2013.Q 


Case against Argentine president moves forward 


PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — The Argentine prose¬ 
cutor who inherited a high- 
profile case against Presi¬ 
dent Cristina Fernandez re¬ 
affirmed the accusations Fri¬ 
day, formally renewing the 
investigation into whether 
she helped Iranian officials 
cover up their alleged role 
in the 1994 bombing of a 
Jewish community center. 

A top government official 
called the move a “judicial 
coup." 

Prosecutor Gerardo Pol- 
licita's decision to go for¬ 
ward with the case was 
significant because it sets 
the stage for a close ex¬ 
amination of the investiga¬ 


tion that prosecutor Alberto 
Nisman was building before 
he was found dead Jan. 18. 
The next day, Nisman was 
scheduled to elaborate his 
accusations to Congress. 
Nisman accused Fernan¬ 
dez, Foreign Minister Hector 
Timerman and others in her 
administration of brokering 
the cover-up in exchange 
for favorable deals on oil 
and other goods from Iran. 
Fernandez and Timerman 
have strongly denied the 
accusations, and Iran has 
repeatedly denied involve¬ 
ment in the bombing, which 
killed 85 people. 

In a statement, Pollicita re¬ 
counted Nisman’s accusa¬ 
tions without providing any 
analysis of them. He did 


not go as far as Nisman in 
requesting that Fernandez 
and other officials be ques¬ 
tioned. 

However, he concluded 
that an investigation is nec¬ 
essary to “achieve a de¬ 
gree of understanding to 
prove or disprove the factu¬ 
al and dogmatic extremes 
expressed in the preceding 
paragraphs.” 

Pollicita will present his find¬ 
ings to judge Daniel Raf- 
ecas, the federal magis¬ 
trate assigned to the case 
who will ultimately decide 
whether to dismiss it or send 
it on to trial. 

Meanwhile, three other 
prosecutors and a coordi¬ 
nator were named on Fri¬ 
day to take over Nisman’s 


general investigation into 
the bombing itself, which 
he had led for 10 years. No 
one has been convicted in 
the case. 

Nisman’s death has brought 
increased attention to his 
accusations against Fer¬ 
nandez, with television sta¬ 
tions dedicating several 
hours each day to all as¬ 
pects of his probe and the 
investigation into his death 
nearly a month after he was 
found with a bullet in his 
right temple. Fernandez's 
popularity has suffered, ac¬ 
cording to several polls. 
Even before Pollicita’s deci¬ 
sion, amid rumors that it was 
coming, her administration 
was moving to both reject 
and minimize it.Q 
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Puerto Rico leader pushes for value-added tax amid scrutiny 


DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Puerto Rico’s governor 
on Friday defended his pro¬ 
posal to create a 16 per¬ 
cent value-added tax as 
pressure built on the govern¬ 
ment to fix its finances. 

Gov. Alejandro Garcia Pa¬ 
dilla held a round table dis¬ 
cussion with other officials to 
stress that the tax is need¬ 
ed to help the U.S. territory 


emerge from an eight-year 
recession and pay off $73 
billion in public debt. 

The meeting was held just 
hours after Standard & 
Poor’s lowered its rating on 
Puerto Rico's general obli¬ 
gation bonds, warning that 
the government might not 
be able to honor its debt 
and fund public services. 
Garcia dismissed those con¬ 
cerns and said that creating 
a value-added tax as part 


of a larger tax reform would 
generate an estimated $1.5 
billion. 

“This would guarantee the 
government's ability to pay 
its future expenses and pre¬ 
vious debts with recurring 
funds," he said. 

Standard & Poor’s dis¬ 
agreed, saying the value- 
added tax could have neg¬ 
ative consequences be¬ 
cause the government has 
struggled to collect tax rev¬ 


enues in the past. It noted 
that the current 7 percent 
sales tax has not generated 
the anticipated revenues or 
reduced tax evasion. 
"Puerto Rico's focus more 
recently has turned to new 
rounds of financing to sim¬ 
ply maintain critical levels of 
operating cash, while pay¬ 
ing a steep price for acquir¬ 
ing new financing. All of this 
poses a threat, in our view, 
to the commonwealth's 


ability to continue providing 
basic governmental servic¬ 
es,” the agency said. 

The downgrade comes as 
Puerto Rico considers a $2 
billion bond sale to raise 
more money. But it is unlike¬ 
ly investors will be swayed 
by the report, said Da¬ 
vid Tawil, co-founder and 
portfolio manager of New 
York-based Maglan Capi¬ 
tal, which follows distressed 
companies. □ 


US allows imports of privately produced products from Cuba 



Miniature flags representing Cuba and the U.S. are displayed 
on the dash of an American classic car in Havana, Cuba. 

The Obama administration is putting a large dent in the U.S. 
embargo against Cuba as of Friday, significantly loosening 
restrictions on American trade and investment. The new rules 
also open up the communist island to greater American travel 
and allow U.S. citizens to start bringing home small amounts of 
Cuban cigars after more than a half-century ban. 

(AP Photo/Franklin Reyes) 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 
A. RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — The 
Obama administration 
is announcing that it will 
allow Cuba’s small pri¬ 
vate business sector to sell 
goods to the United States 
in a potentially important 
loosening of the half-cen¬ 
tury trade embargo on the 
communist island. 

A list published by the U.S. 
State Department Friday 
said Americans will be al¬ 
lowed to import anything 
produced by Cuban en¬ 
trepreneurs with the ex¬ 
ception of food and agri¬ 
cultural products, alcohol, 
minerals, chemicals, tex¬ 
tiles, machinery, vehicles, 
arms and ammunition. 

The imports would have to 
be produced by a Cuban 
operating in one of fhe 
dozens of cafegories of pri¬ 


vate business allowed by 
the Cuban government. 
Most of the categories are 
for services like car main¬ 


tenance or watch repair, 
not potentially exportable 
goods. What’s more, virtu¬ 
ally all Cuban exports are 


produced and shipped by 
state-controlled enterprises 
and there is no indication 
that the government is will¬ 
ing to loosen control and 
allow private businesses on 
the island to start trading 
directly with firms overseas. 
In short, no one should ex¬ 
pect Cuban goods to start 
flowing to the U.S. in large 
quantities anytime soon, 
said Pedro Freyre, head of 
international practice at 
Florida-based law firm Ak- 
erman LLP. 

However, the possibility of 
exporting Cuban goods 
to a massive market 90 
miles away could inspire 
private businesses to be¬ 
gin developing products 
designed for export to the 
U.S., he said. “It sets up the 
mechanism. It allows things 
to happen,” he said. “Now 
folks have got to make 
things happen, which is an 


entirely different matter.” 
Cuba began allowing 
widespread private enter¬ 
prise in 2010 as economic 
stagnation forced the 
state to weigh large-scale 
job cuts. The number of 
people employed in pri¬ 
vate businesses grew to 
483,396 this year and ap¬ 
pears to have stalled at 
roughly that number due 
to a lack of domestic de¬ 
mand. More than a quar¬ 
ter of private jobs are in 
food sales, transportation 
and housing rental. 

A potential source of ex¬ 
ports to the U.S. is the new 
category of worker-owned 
cooperatives, which func¬ 
tion in many ways like 
entrepreneur-owned busi¬ 
nesses but are more close¬ 
ly integrated with the state 
bureaucracy and may find 
it easier to export than en¬ 
tirely private enterprisesO 


Jamaica extradites first lottery scam suspect to US 


D. McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— A Jamaican man was 
extradited this week from 
the Caribbean island to 
Florida on charges that he 
was involved in a lottery 
scam ring that defrauded 
elderly Americans out of 
their retirement savings. 
The U.S. Justice Depart¬ 


ment identified the sus¬ 
pected swindler as Damion 
Bryan Barrett of the north¬ 
ern parish of St. James, 
where many of Jamaica’s 
lottery scams have been 
based over the years. His 
indictment by a federal 
grand jury in Fort Lauder¬ 
dale charged him with 37 
counts of wire fraud. 

The 28-year-old is the first 


lottery scam suspect to be 
extradited by Jamaica to 
the United States. He was 
arrested last month on sus¬ 
picion of inducing elderly 
U.S. victims to send thou¬ 
sands of dollars in phony 
fees to claim winnings from 
a bogus lottery. 

“These criminal telemark¬ 
ing scams heartlessly tar¬ 
get the elderly in the Unit¬ 


ed States, at times steal¬ 
ing their life savings,” said 
Alysa Erichs, special agent 
in charge of Homeland Se¬ 
curity investigations in Mi¬ 
ami. 

The transnational telemar¬ 
keting fraud first became 
entrenched in the island's 
underworld about a de¬ 
cade ago. 

Jamaican scammers us¬ 


ing fake identities proved 
adept at cajoling often el¬ 
derly targets to send mon¬ 
ey in hopes of claiming 
supposed lottery winnings. 
And once targets balked 
at wiring more money, 
the fraudsters would ex¬ 
tort more payments by 
threatening to burn down 
their homes or rape their 
grandchildren.^ 











Enjoy Dining & Entertainment at the Blue Lobster Restaurant! 


PALM BEACH - Be part of 
the innovative and futuris¬ 
tic, simple but outstanding 
food journey the Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant is starting 
just this week. New dishes 
are making a debut. Fresh 
fish and fruits of the sea, 
brought in daily by the lo¬ 
cal fishermen, will start a 
parade of succulent and 
delicious new ways to in¬ 
dulge yourself in a fantas¬ 
tic and memorable dinner 
with your loved ones. 

The Blue Lobster Restau¬ 
rant is proud to be part of 
the culinary feast available 
on this paradise island, 
and cannot go on this trip 
without giving our clients a 
fair chance to sample and 
enjoy a good local dish 
made with love and care, 
conserving all its native 
roots and wonderful sea¬ 
soning, classic dishes like: 
Keshi Jena, Balchi Pisca, 
Keri-Keri, real Aruban Sopi 
Pisca, (fresh fish soup as 
starter) you will love all this. 
If pasta is your thing, the 
Blue Lobster Restaurant is 
your place for it. Italian fa¬ 
vorites will also come into 
the picture at Blue Lobster 
Restaurant. Come in and 
give us your expert opin- 
ion-we guarantee you will 
not be disappointed. 

Meat anyone? Of course 
Angus beef is our preferred- 
12oz sirloin steaks made to 
perfection, or perhaps a 
nice lOoz rib eye steak, or 
a butterfly juicy tasty fillet 
mignon, all flame-broiled 
on the open fire. You will 
not resist this temptation. 
This actual remark was 
posted at TripAdvisor by 
one of the patrons.... “do 
not go by the looks of the 
entrance.... you are not 
buying the building.... you 
are there to get your mon¬ 
ey worth and to enjoy one 
of the best dinners ever, 
while in Aruba." 

Believe what others are 
saying but also confirm by 
yourself... go to TripAdvi¬ 
sor and see how 98% of 
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our clients are stating their 
satisfaction and happiness 
for having chose Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant. We are not 
perfect, and perhaps can¬ 
not please everyone, but 
being near to perfect and 
keep striving to reach per¬ 
fection... I think that will do. 
Says Mr. Castano, owner of 
this cozy little place in Palm 
Beach. 

Having ‘Good Food, Good 
Service And Good Prices’ 
is something Blue Lobster 
Restaurant will always care 


about, so in this way every¬ 
one has a great opportu¬ 
nity to enjoy a wonderful 
meal and a fantastic time. 
This is all what it is to be 
able to consider having re¬ 
ceived your money worth. 
Clients are coming from 
far parts of the world even 
from Moscow. With the 
name of this little restau¬ 
rant in the list of ‘Must Visit’ 
places when in Aruba. 
TripAdvisor is getting more 
and more reviews on the 
positive side every day with 
some exceptions which 
pushes management to 
work even harder to be 
able to please all clients 
visiting the restaurant. 

Blue Lobster Restaurant is 
for believers, adventures, 
sophisticated and deter¬ 
mined clients which will go 
for their own opinion and 


let nothing detour them 
from having a nice time 
and a fantastic dinner. The 
Blue Lobster is not the only 
great seafood place of the 
island, but it is one of the 
best. As it appears in the 
10BEST web site, ‘not going 
there while on Aruba, is like 
not being in Aruba.’ 

The Blue Lobster Restaurant 
is also about having fun 
and lots of it. Now every 
Monday a great ‘Dinner 
and a Show’ is available for 
a very reasonable price- 
your ticket is available via 
your concierge, or at the 
restaurant itself, and your 
ticket includes your taxi to 
the restaurant! Just cut the 
ad from the paper, present 
it to your host and they will 
pay the taxi for you! 

Soon you will be able to 
enjoy the most beautiful 


sunset on the island-yes a 
sun set tour and a dinner. 
It’s another activity which 
will be available. For even 
more fun you will be picked 
up at your hotel and tak¬ 
en to the ‘Special Place’ 
where the most spectacu¬ 
lar sunset viewing takes 
place... it is almost a secret 
place, known to very few. 
There while you enjoy the 
sunset there will be good 
music, Blue Mojitos, beer 
and soft drinks... take tour 
“Cunukero Picture” free of 
charge dressed up as one 
of the local Kunukeros (lo¬ 
cal farmers)-what a mo¬ 
ment to remember . Then 
head up to your most un¬ 
forgettable culinary experi¬ 
ence... dinner at the Blue 
Lobster Restaurant. 

The restaurant has re¬ 
ceived the award “Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence” for the 
year 2014-2015, this is the 
third consecutive year that 
TripAdvisor recognized the 
high quality of the food 
and service that clients re¬ 
ceive at Blue Lobster Res¬ 
taurant. This was obviously 
based on the Positive Com¬ 
ments and Positive Reviews 
posted by patrons of the 
restaurant in this prestigious 
Travelers Website (over 200 
million affiliates. 

Valentine’s Day is another 
special occasion where 
Blue Lobster Restaurant 
does participate. As a to¬ 
ken of appreciation on 
Valentine's Day, food 
dollar prices will become 
guilders-what a way to cel¬ 
ebrate! Be there with your 
loved ones. Champagne 
Welcome Drink, a red rose 
for the ladies, and the most 
romantic cozy atmosphere 
with live entertainment at 
tableside. 

You cannot miss this. Good 
ambiance, good food, 
great prices and .... The 
one you love right there 
next to your side. Yes only 
at the Blue Lobster Restau¬ 
rant. Reservations are a 
must. □ 
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Prestige Vacations Aruba goes Majestic for Aruba’s Carnival! 



-Main sponsor of Aruba's 
multiple award-winning 
‘Majestic Carnival Group.' 

ORANJESTAD - Prestige 
Vacations Aruba, a stand¬ 
alone division of Prestige 
Realty, Inc., has teamed up 


with the Majestic Carnival 
Group and has contracted 
to become the main spon¬ 
sor of this multiple award¬ 
winning and very progres¬ 
sive carnival organization, 
for now only for this 61 st an¬ 
niversary of Aruba’s carni¬ 


val. 

This carnival group led by 
the dynamic Ms. Swinda 
Winterdaal participated 
in the Lighting Parade on 
February 7 th in Oranjestad, 
the Parada di Luz in San 
Nicolaas on February 12 th , 


LeVent 



C: +297 5927275 
T: +297 2801005 
E: info@leventaruba.com 
J.E. Irausquin Blvrd. 244 
Eagle Beach, Aruba 


A luxurious residential complex 
built to the highest level, with quality 
finishes, bright spaces and all the details 
one could dream for in their home. 

Walking distance to Eagle Beach and 
Spectacular Ocean View. 


and will participate this 
weekend in the Carnival 
Parade in San Nicolaas on 
February 14 th and of course 
in the Aruba’s Grand Car¬ 
nival Parade in Oranjestad 
on February 15 th , 2015. 

This year's theme of the 
Majestic Group is “The 
Four Seasons,” a theme 
that surely appeals to the 


general public and com¬ 
pliments the goals of Pres¬ 
tige Vacations Aruba, be¬ 
ing the premier year-round 
deluxe vacation service 
provider on the island. Mu¬ 
sical animation during the 
parades will be provided 
by the popular local band 
D’Licious. Enjoy the shows 
to the maxO 


Loyal Visitors to Aruba 
Honored at Renaissance 
Hotel 



ORANJESTAD - Recently, 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring Mr. Mario & Mrs. 
Grace Ferrante, residents 
of Rye Brook, New York, as 
Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba. 

The symbolic honorary ti¬ 
tle is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism, 
Transportation, Primary 
Sector and Culture Mr. O. 
Oduber as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba for 20-or- 
more consecutive years. 


The certificate was present¬ 
ed by Darline S. de Cuba 
representing Aruba Tourism 
Authority together with Mr. 
Tino Daal fromthe Activities 
desk of Renaissance Hotel. 
Top reasons for returning 
provided by the honor- 
ees, they consider Aruba 
to be the “Happy Island" 
Fantastic sunset, beautiful 
blue ocean, friendly Aru¬ 
ban hospitality and local 
restaurant. Congratula¬ 
tion Mario and Grace-you 
hold a special place in the 
hearts of Arubans. □ 
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RENAISSANCE* 

MARKETPLACE 


VALENTINE OFFERS • FEBRUARY 14 


Aruba Aloe Store 

With every purchase, receive a Valentine’s Day greeting 
card. This card entitles you or your Valentine to a FREE 
gift with the next purchase. 


per personal 


Cafe the Plaza 

3 course menu US$ 

Appetizer 

Creamy Broccoli Soup or 
Smoked Salmon Tartar with an Egg Salad 

Entree 

Ranch Parmesan Chicken with Fettuccini or 

Spicy Coconut Curry Shrimps or 

Skirt Steak with Pepper or Mushroom Sauce 

Dessert 

Creamy Chocolate Cake or Creamy Fruit Salad 


Casa Tua 

3 course menu US$ 79.00 per couple 

Appetizer 

Smoked salmon rolled in crepe with fresh dill-flavored 
ricotta cheese along with avocado macaroon and 
fennel julienne marinated in lime juice or 
Seared noix Saint Jacques laid on a pear and 
mushroom capriccio Mesclun and vanilla vinaigrette 
Entree 

Shrimp, mahi mahi and squid “A I’Armoricaine” nested on 
a bed of fettuccine French famous Brittany stew based 
on tomato, shallots, white wine, cognac and saffron or 
Beef tenderloin “a la plancha”: in a fresh green pepper 
and cognac sauce with a Portobello mushroom 
fricassee and a broccoli flan 
Dessert 
Tiramisu or 

Fresh strawberries in homemade whipped cream 

Champagne 

10-25% OFF 

The Dutch Pancake House 

15% OFF on the dinner check. 


Haagen-Dazs 

Buy a double scoop and receive the third scoop FREE! 

Grand Cafe Tropical 

2 for 1 True Love Martini 


Cuba’s Cookin’ 

Valentine’s Day for 2 US$ 70.00 per couple 
Two tenderloin 4 oz. steaks with green pepper sauce 
Two lobster tails 5 oz. in garlic sauce 
Two jumbo shrimp in garlic sauce 
Served with mashed potatoes for 2, 
topped with asparagus 

2 glasses of Mum’s Champagne 

Cilo City Lounge 

3 course menu USS 45.00 per person 
Includes a glass of sparkling wine 

Appetizers 

Puff pastry filled with mixed seafood ragout 
Portobello and beef soup 
Assorted mushroom risotto 

Entree 

Chateaubriand served with Hollandaise sauce, 
topped with asparagus and Pomme Duchesse or 
Lobster Thermidor served with polenta and 
steamed broccoli or 

Surf & Turf of Beef Tenderloin with blue cheese gratin 
and three jumbo shrimps in garlic butter 

Dessert 

Two flavors mousse topped with chocolate, 
strawberry and whipped cream 
Choose your flavors: mud pie, peanut butter with butter 
finger, malted milkshake, vanilla, lemon, butterscotch, 
chocolate, raspberry or orange cream 

Hopi Bon Teppanyaki Bar & Grill 

3-Course menu USS 70.00 per couple 

Appetizer 

Fried Gouda Cheese or 
Beef Tenderloin Blanket 

Entree 

Teppan Beef Tenderloin and Chicken 
Teppan Beef Tenderloin and Shrimp 
Baked 6 Layers Ziti 
With 2 Side Orders 

Dessert 

Chocolate or Vanilla Ice Cream 
Caramel Flan with Strawberries 

RESERVATIONS are highly encouraged! 


Rage Silver 

• Witn every purchase of AWG 50 or more, 
receive a FREE cubic zirconia stud earring. 

• Gift certificates available 
Offer valid February 1-14 

Sea Salt Grill 

3 course menu USS 39.00 per person 

Appetizer 

Lobster Bisque or 
Fish Ceviche or 
Traditional Caesar Salad 

Entree 

Tenderloin & Italian Sausage with choice of 
Chimichurri or Port Sauce or 
Fish Fillet and Lobster Tail in Creamy Garlic or 
Linguine Costa Amore with Shrimps, Mussels & Scallops 

Dessert 

Caramel Flan or Choco Cake or Apple Pie 

Sidebar Bistro Aruba 

3 course menu USS 49.50 per person 

Appetizer 

Trio of fish or 

Clear soup of beef and Portobello mushrooms 

Main Course 

Snapper Filet and shrimps with a butter lemon sauce or 
Tenderloin wrapped in bacon with a red wine 
shallot sauce 

Dessert 

Strawberry & Passion Fruit Fantasy 

Starbucks 

• Gift Certificates 

• Coffee bag + mug or tumbler, starting at USS 31.00 

Sushi Ya & NextDoor 

Winter Heart Garden USS 25.00 

Assorted sashimi / Ceviche & crispy plantain chips / 
Avocado cream with ice cream dessert accompanied 
by a glass of our Valentine’s sparkling Rose Cocktail, 
or 

Summer Heart Garden USS 25.00 

Assorted hot items / Ceviche & crispy plantain chips / 
Avocado cream with ice cream dessert accompanied 
by a glass of our Valentine’s sparkling Rose Cocktail. 

Dunkin’ Donuts 

Medium coffee + donut USS 3.82 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starling at 1 pm! 

$6 for 4-tcrd BINGO ] 3 Gomes to Play 

$1,000 in 
Cash Prizes! 

Additional S5C0 Cash Prize in auf 
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you purthosn 
your cord prior lo 12 noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Relrnl L Dining Gullets, 

Salon £ Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Boskin Robbins | Dunkin Donuts | Fusion Piano £ Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez Cafe Subway | R Glass Shalom Body and Soul Sp 
Hollywood Smokehouse ] Hungry Pfrortha | Ambo Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Bautique | The Lazy Lizard | The Markel 
TOF Iwisl of Flavors ^ 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10am to 4am*J.L Irausquin Blvd #47 
533.5000 * cosmoallKimbrn.com 
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Magnificent Twin Grand Parades to Close Aruba’s Carnaval 61 ! 



ORANJESTAD/SAN NICO¬ 
LAS - Witness the grand 
finale of Aruba's world fa¬ 
mous Carnaval this week¬ 
end, which for the most 
part will signal 'goodbye' 


to Carnaval #61! 

Revelers will enjoy the 
Grand Parade of San Nico¬ 
las, which will take place all 
day Saturday in downtown 
San Nicolas, and then be¬ 


fore partygoers can catch 
their breath, the last pa¬ 
rade of the season, 
Oranjestad’s Grand Pa¬ 
rade, will roar through 
downtown Oranjestad on 


Sunday from 1pm till the 
sun sets into the Carib¬ 
bean Sea! Set your plans 
for a great place to en¬ 
joy the parades, because 
whether you are marching 


or watching, you can have 
your fill of jumping and 
bouncing, and see what it 
truly is to be a part of Aru¬ 
ba's CarnavalO 

















Matt Jones reacts after miss¬ 
ing a birdie putt on the 10th 
green of the Spyglass Hill 
Golf Course during the sec¬ 
ond round of the AT&T Pebble 
Beach National Pro-Am golf 
tournament Friday, Feb. 13, 
2015, in Pebble Beach, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Snedeker, 
Jones tied 
for lead at 

Pebble Beach 

DOUG FERGUSON, 

AP Golf Writer 
PEBBLE BEACH, California 
(AP) — Enjoying the best 
weather Pebble Beach has 
to offer is one thing. Brandt 
Snedeker knew he had to 
take advantage of it with 
his golf clubs, too. 
Snedeker played bogey- 
free at Spyglass Hill in 
abundant sunshine and 
warmth Friday for a 5-un- 
der 67 to share the 36-hole 
lead with Matt Jones in the 
AT&T Pebble Beach Na¬ 
tional Pro-Am. Jones had a 
66 at Spyglass. 

They were at 12-under 131. 
Justin Hicks shot a 68 at 
Monterey Peninsula and 
was one shot behind. 

John Daly, who started the 
second round one shot be¬ 
hind, didn’t make a birdie 
over his final 11 holes at 
Monterey Peninsula and 
shot a 72. He was six shots 
behind, and has to play 
well Saturday to avoid 
missing his 11th straight cut 
at this event. □ 
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world giant slal „_ 

stifle for 3rd time 


United States^felillJIigety races 
dQM^t^eJfowrse during the men's 
giant slalom competition at the 
alpine skiing world championships 
Friday, Feb. 13, 2015, in Beaver 
Creek, Colo. 

Associated Press 
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Monday, February 16, 2015 * 1pm 

8 Games to Play! • $6 for 4 Cards! 

AWG. 44.455,40/ $24,697.44' 

' Progressive amouril unless hit before 2/16/2015, " Extepr on Progressive 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am * J,E r Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 ■ (asmoalhambra.com 


Donald Young beats Aussie Bernard Tomic in Memphis 


TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 

Donald Young need¬ 
ed three sets to beat 
Bernard Tomic of Aus¬ 
tralia 7-6 (8), 4-6, 7-5 
Friday in the quarter¬ 
finals of the Memphis 
Open. 

Young, among five 
Americans in the quar¬ 
terfinals at The Rac¬ 
quet Club, struggled 
with four double-faults 
in the second set. He 
bounced back by sav¬ 
ing three of four break 
points in the third set to 
advance to the semifi¬ 
nals in Memphis for the 
first time. Young im¬ 
proved to 6-2 this year. 
He will play No. 2 seed 
Kevin Anderson of 
South Africa, a 6-4, 6-4 
winner over sixth-seed¬ 
ed Steve Johnson, on 
Saturday. 

Kei Nishikori of Japan, 
the two-time defend¬ 
ing champ, plays Aus¬ 
tin Krajicek on Friday 


night followed by No. 
3 seed John Isner and 
Sam Querrey in the 
other quarterfinals. 
With the win. Young 
reached the fourth 
ATP Tour semifinal of 
his career as he looks 
for his first tournament 
title. “Anytime you 
make it to the week¬ 
end, you are playing 
well,” Young said. “It 
hasn’t happened too 
often in my career, so 
when it happens I am 
very excited.” 
Anderson, in his sec¬ 
ond semifinal this year, 
needed only 65 min¬ 
utes to defeat John¬ 
son. The South African 
served up 16 aces and 
won 32 of 36 points on 
his first serve. 

Johnson struggled with 
three double-faults 
and missed his chance 
to break Anderson in 
the 10th game of the 
second set. Anderson 
held serve to close out 
the match. □ 


Donald Young returns a shot to Bernard Tomic in a quarterfinal round tennis match at the 
Memphis Open Friday, Feb. 13, 2015, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


















ALHYDRAN, a highly recommended medical moisture-regulating gel-cream in 

burn clinics worldwide, now locally available. 


Tourists and locals love Aruba Aloe's skin care and sun care products, but what most people 
don't know is that Aruba Aloe also produces a highly concentrated moisture-regulating gel- 
cream called Alhydran, which is used for the aftercare treatment of burn scars, surgical wounds, 
redness, itching, rashes after laser therapy or radiotherapy, and other scar tissue. This very 
effective cream has become one of the new standards in scar treatment in university hospitals 
and burn clinics worldwide. Sold in over 22 countries, this unique Aruban export product is now 
locally available in all Aruba Aloe stores and on www.arubaaloe.com. 


A success story 

Wim Arns, a middle-aged Dutch man, got severely burned on his hands and face when cigar 
ashes drifted down into a bucket of paraffin oil he was holding, causing a spontaneous 
explosion. Wim: "After being treated in the Burn Centre in Rotterdam, the doctors referred me 
to a skin therapist in my hometown to continue the aftercare of the burn scars. My skin felt 
really tight and itchy, and I wanted a cream to help with this. That's when the therapist 
recommended Alhydran. Already within an hour of applying the cream, I felt my skin had more 
space to breathe and the itching stopped. My face has healed completely, the skin has total 
flexibility again, and the same goes for my hands. Therapy certainly contributed to this, but I 
attribute the flexibility of the skin and eradication of the itching to the use of Alhydran." 


Alhydran through the eves of a professional 

Rina Rijkenberg is a certified skin therapist in Oosterbeek, the Netherlands. As a specialist, she 
has different skin products to choose from, but Alhydran is her #1 solution. Rina: "A lot of 
complaints are that the skin feels dry, itchy, red, sensitive, and painful, which are symptoms 
frequently associated with burn victims, lymph edema patients, and people who have 
undergone radiation therapy or have general scar tissue, acne, or excessive hair. All this can be 
caused by a deregulation in the moisture levels of the skin. The secret to Alhydran is that it 
regulates the moisture levels of the skin continuously in an unprecedented way. A very high 
dosage of pure Aloe Vera gel delivers the hydration, and pure Vitamin C, Vitamin E, and Jojoba 
oil prolong the activity. Patients can actually see and feel their skin healing." 


Points of Sale 

For more information about the locations of our Aruba Aloe stores, please consult the list 
below or visit www.ambaaloe.com/stores online. 



ALHYDftAN 
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• Aruba Aloe Factory & Museum Store 

(Hato) 

• Aruba Aloe Renaissance 

• Aruba Aloe La Cabana 

• Aruba Aloe Paseo Herencia 

(Shopping mall) 

• Aruba Aloe Alhambra 

• Aruba Aloe Arawak 

(Palm beach) 

• Aruba Aloe Cruise Terminal 

(APA Cruise Terminal) 


• Aruba Aloe Divi Links 

(Divi Aruba Hotel) 

• Aruba Aloe Tamarijn 

Tamarijn Aruba Hotel) 

• Aruba Aloe Occidental 

(Occidental Hotel) 

• Aruba Aloe Marriott Ocean Club 

• Aruba Aloe Riu Palace Antillas 

• Aruba Aloe Main Street 

• Aruba Aloe at The Village 

(In front of Radisson Resort) 




World s Finest Aloe'^ Since 1890 


ALOE 




For any inquiries about Alhydran, please contact Melissa Acosta, Customer Service, 
at Aruba Aloe Balm N.V. T: +297 588 3222 or Email: customerservice@arubaaloe.com 
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Ted Ligety wins 3rd straight giant slalom at worlds 



United States' Ted Ligety races down the course during the second run of the men's giant slalom 
competition at the alpine skiing world championships Friday, Feb. 13,2015, in Beaver Creek, Colo. 

Associated Press 


PAT GRAHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. (AP) 

— A remarkable final run 
slid Ted Ligety right into the 
record books. 

The American stormed 
back from a first-run deficit 
Friday to become the only 
man to win three straight 
giant slalom titles at the 
world championships. 
Behind Marcel Hirscher of 
Austria by 0.24 seconds 
after the morning run, 
Ligety found speed down 
the course where others 
couldn’t and finished in an 
unofficial time of 2 minutes, 
34.16 seconds. Hirscher was 
second, 0.45 seconds be¬ 
hind, and Alexis Pinturault of 
France earned the bronze. 
“To be able to come 
through and pull it off 
is awesome,” said the 
30-year-old Ligety, who’s 
from Park City, Utah. 

It was the first gold medal 
of these championships for 
the Americans. Ligety also 


won the 2011 world GS title 
in Germany and again two 
years ago in Austria, which 
was part of his three gold 
medal performance. 

The fifth racer out of the 
gate in the final run, Ligety 
didn’t make a single mis¬ 
take on a course he knows 
so well. He pumped his fists 
again and again, knowing 
his time was going to be dif¬ 
ficult to beat. 

The last competitor of the 
afternoon, Hirscher, pre¬ 
sented the biggest threat. 
But he steadily lost time 
throughout the course and 
couldn’t catch Ligety. 

With his win secure, Ligety 
tossed his ski high into the 
air as the fans screamed. 
“My run was good. Ted’s 
run was outstanding,” said 
Hirscher, who’s captured a 
gold medal in both the Al¬ 
pine combined and team 
event at Beaver Creek 
worlds. 

This is why skiers on the 
World Cup circuit refer to 


Ligety as “Mr. GS." He now 
has seven podium finishes 
at worlds, surpassing Lind¬ 
sey Vonn as the American 
skier with the most individu¬ 
al medals. 

“Ted was, today, in his own 
league,” said Germany’s 


Felix Neureuther, who fin¬ 
ished fourth, 1.10 seconds 
behind Ligety. “He's amaz¬ 
ing.” 

Especially on this hill, where 
he's won five World Cup 
races, including in Decem¬ 
ber. The podium that day 


was Ligety, Pinturault and 
Hirscher. 

“I love racing in the U.S.” 
Ligety said. “Just having 
that extra comfort level, 
being closer to home, 
with friends and family, is 
huge.”Q 





Aruhiba 


Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 


For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail.com 
www. arahibacigars .com 
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Hitchcock reaches milestone 
in Blues’ 6-3 win over Lightning 


The Associated Press 
TAMPA, Florida (AP) — 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Alex¬ 
ander Steen had a goal 
and two assists to help St. 
Louis coach Ken Hitchcock 
move into sole possession 
of fourth place on the NHL 
wins list in the Blues’ 6-3 vic¬ 
tory over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Thursday night 
Hitchcock’s 693rd regular- 
season win broke a tie with 
Dick Irvin. The Blues coach 
only trails Joel Quenneville 
(739), Al Arbour (782) and 
Scotty Bowman (1,244), 
who scouted the game as 
a Chicago senior adviser. 
T.J. Oshie, Dmitrij Jaskin, 
David Backes, Paul Stastny 
and Vladimir Tarasenko 
also scored for the Blues. 
Tampa Bay got goals from 
Tyler Johnson, Brett Con¬ 
nolly and Steven Stamkos. 
Islanders 3, Maple Leafs 2 
UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP) — 
Anders Lee scored two 
goals, including the tie¬ 
breaker in the second pe¬ 
riod, and Jaroslav Halak 
made 32 saves for his 30th 
win of the season. 

Lee scored in each of the 
first two periods, and Casey 
Cizikas added a goal for 
the Metropolitan Division¬ 
leading Islanders, who 
have won three straight 
and four of five. 

Richard Panik and Trevor 
Smith had goals in the 
second period as Toronto 
erased a 2-0 deficit. Jona¬ 
than Bernier stopped 38 
shots, but dropped his 
eighth straight decision. 
The Maple Leafs have lost 
13 of 14 (1-12-1) overall 
and 12 straight (0-11-1) on 
the road. 

Ducks 2, Hurricanes 1 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Matt 
Beleskey had the go- 
ahead goal and an assist 
and the Ducks snapped a 
three-game losing streak. 
Francois Beauchemin and 
Beleskey scored 2:52 apart 
in the second period to 
help the Pacific Division 
leaders improve to 24-0-7 in 
one-goal games. 

Jeff Skinner scored a pow¬ 
er-play goal for Carolina, 
which had its two-game 
winning streak snapped. 

In his first start since Oct. 


30, John Gibson made 35 
saves for Anaheim and 
Cam Ward stopped 15 
shots for the Hurricanes. 
Penguins 5, Senators 4, SO 
OTTAWA (AP) — David Per¬ 
ron scored the shootout 
winner to lift the Penguins. 
Sidney Crosby, with two 
goals, Kris Letang and Ev¬ 
geni Malkin also scored for 
the Penguins, while Thomas 
Greiss made 29 saves. 

Mika Zibanejad, Mike Hoff¬ 
man Mark Sfone and Kyle 
Turris scored for fhe Sena¬ 
tors, playing their first of 
a five-game homesfand. 
Robin Lehner, making his 
career-high seventh con¬ 
secutive start, stopped 25 
shots. 

Down 3-0 to start the third 
period, the Senators made 
an impressive comeback 
to tie the game 4-4 late in 
the period. 

Perron scored the only goal 
of the shootout with a quick 
wrist shot. 

Oilers 4, Canadiens 3, OT 

MONTREAL (AP) — Anton 
Lander scored at 1:47 of 
overtime to lift Edmonton. 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins’ sec¬ 
ond goal of the game tied 
it with 25 seconds left in 
regulation while Edmonton 
was playing with an extra 
attacker. 

Matt Hendricks also scored 
for the Oilers, who are 2-2- 
0 on a six-game road trip 
that takes them to Ottawa 
on Saturday and Winnipeg 
on Monday. 

Lander scored the winner 
from in front of the net, 
while Nugent-Hopkins took 
a puck off defenseman 
Andrei Markov's skate and 
scored on a spin-around 
shot from the slot to force 
the extra period. 

Christian Thomas, Alex Gal- 
chenyuk and Max Pacio- 
retty scored for Montreal, 
which had its three-game 
winning streak ended. 
Predators 3, Jets 1 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Rookie Filip Forsberg set a 
franchise record with his 
19th goal this season and 
also had an assist and the 
Predators earned their 
fourth straight win. 

Forsberg topped the mark 
previously held by Alexan¬ 


der Radulov in 2006-07 with 
a power-play goal that put 
Nashville up 2-1 in the sec¬ 
ond period. 

Shea Weber had a goal 
and two assists, James 
Neal had a goal, and Ro¬ 
man Josi added two assists 
as Nashville maintained a 
three-point lead atop the 
NHL standings. 

Pekka Rinne made 32 
saves tor his league-best 
32nd win. The goalie is 13- 
1-1 in his past 15 games for 
the Predators. 

Michael Frolik scored tor the 
Jets. Winnipeg snapped a 
two-game winning streak 
in its first game with de¬ 
fenseman Tyler Myers and 
forward Drew Stafford fol¬ 
lowing Wednesday’s trade 
that sent Evander Kane to 
Buffalo. 

Wild 2, Panthers 1 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Ja¬ 
son Pominville and Zach 
Parise each scored on as¬ 
sists from Mikko Koivu, and 
Devan Dubnyk made 26 
saves. The Wild improved to 
9-1-2 in their past 12 games, 
all with Dubnyk in net. 

Nick Bjugstad scored in his 
return home, but goalie Ro¬ 
berto Luongo fell to 3-10-2 
in his career at Xcel Ener¬ 
gy Center as the Panthers 
started a stretch of seven 
out of eight games on the 
road. 

Luongo’s record in his past 
12 starts also fell to 3-7-2. He 
stopped 21 shots. 

The Wild killed five penalties 
and stayed perfect short- 
handed in eight games 
since the All-Star break at 
22 for 22. They’re fourth in 
the NHL in penalty killing. 
The Panthers had eight 
power-play goals in their 
previous eight games. 
Rangers 6, Avalanche 3 
DENVER (AP) — Kevin 
Hayes had a goal and two 
assists and the Rangers sur¬ 
vived a third-period rally. 
Rick Nash scored his NHL- 
leading 34th goal and Cam 
Talbot stopped 26 shots tor 
New York. 

The Rangers have won four 
of their last six to move into 
third place in the Metropol¬ 
itan Division. They are three 
points behind second- 
place Pittsburgh and have 



Colorado Avalanche right wing Jarome Iginla, front, reaches 
out for the puck as New York Rangers defenseman Kevin Klein 
breaks up Iginla's rush to the net during the third period of an 
NHL hockey game Thursday, Feb. 12,2015, in Denver. The Rang¬ 
ers won 6-3. 

Associated Press 
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Caribbean MEGAPLEX 8 

Cinemas caribbeancinemas.com/aruba 


100°°Digital HD 


□5 


LIKE OUR NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 

13 [Caribbean Cinemas Aruba 1 Q, 


THE MOST SPECTACULAR THEATRICAL EVENT 

RETURNS TO THE BIG SCREEN OF CARIBBEAN CINEMAS 



The Met 
ropolitan 


TCHAIKOVSKY/BARTOK 

Iolanta / Bluebeard’s 
Castle 

FEB 14 1:30PM 


HD 


Exclusively at CARIBBEAN CINEMAS, you can experience 
this grand presentation transmitted LIVE in more than 2,000 
Movie Theaters in 69 Countries around the world, directly 
from The Metropolitan Opera House in New York. 


TCHAIKOVSKY/BARTOK 

Iolanta / Bluebeard’s 
Castle 

FEB 25 6:00PM ENCORE 


La Donna del Laaro 

MAR 14 12:55PM 
MAR 25 6:00PM ENCORE 


MASCAGNI/LEONCAVALLO 

Cavalleria Rusticana / 
Pagliacci 

APR 25 12:30PM ///T 
MAY 6 6:00PM ENCORE 


The Met 
ropolitan 
Opera 


LIVE 


i 

AT CARIBBEAN CINEMAS MEGAPLEX 8, PALM BEACH PLAZA 


TICKETING INFORMATION 


586-0074 
AWG 50,00 Adults 
AWG 45,00 Seniors 


Monday to Friday - After 3:30 PM 
Saturday and Sunday - After 1:00 PM 


Per person, per function. 
Tax included. 




ENCORE PRESENTATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


The Met: Live in HD series is made possible by a generous grant from its founding sponsor 
The Neubauer Family Foundation • Global corporate sponsorship of The Met Live in HD is provided 
by Bloomberg • The HD Broadcasts are supported by ^ll brothers 




Palm Beach Plaza | Aruba | 586-0074 
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History says $100M pitchers must produce MLB results fast 
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These are file photos showing baseball pitchers Homer Bailey, Kevin Brown, Matt Cain, Zack 
Greinke, Cole Hamels, Mike Hampton, Felix Hernandez, Clayton Kershaw, Cliff Lee, Jon Lester, 
CC Sabathia and Johan Santana. Max Scherzer and Jon Lester report to spring training with new 
teams next week, swelling the $100 million pitcher club to 16 members. 

Associated Press 
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These are recent file photos showing baseball pitchers, from left, then-Detroit Tigers’ Max 
Scherzer, Masahiro Tanaka, Jason Verlander and Barry Zito. Max Scherzer and Jon Lester 
report to spring training with new teams next week, swelling the $100 million pitcher club to 16 
members. 

Associated Press 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 

Max Scherzer and Jon 
Lester might as well have 
neon-green dollar signs 
stamped all over their 
uniforms and caps when 
Major League Baseball 
spring training opens next 
week. 

Their careers were rede¬ 
fined this offseason when 
they joined MLB's elite 
echelon of $100 million 
arms, a sweet 16 whose 
salaries total an even 
sweeter $2.42 billion. Ev¬ 
ery game they start, and 
every pitch they throw, 
will be viewed through 
the prism of their incomes. 
Judging by history, they 
had better succeed swift¬ 
ly with their new teams. 
Wins and innings pitched 
are likely to dwindle with 
age. 

Theo Epstein, the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs' president of 
baseball operations who 
signed Lester, likens these 
megadeals to a “splurge 
on a luxury item,” MLB's 
equivalent of a Birkin bag 
or vintage Ferrari. 

Is the roster candy worth 
it to their teams? Or mere¬ 
ly a status symbol? 

“They are difference- 
makers. They are special 
talents. Usually there are 
only 10 to 12 of these in 
the game, and they give 
you something that no 
one else has,” said agent 
Scott Boras, who negoti¬ 
ated the deals for Kevin 
Brown, Barry Zito and 
Scherzer. “A lot of teams 
have a lot of pitchers, but 
few teams have a true 
No. 1.” 

Only three pitchers have 
won World Series rings 
after signing nine-figure 
contracts: CC Sabathia 
with the New York Yan¬ 
kees, and Zito and Matt 
Cain with the San Fran¬ 
cisco Giants. The rest find 
their finances sated but 
their ambitions starved. 
The $100 million pitchers 
have combined to aver¬ 
age a 12-9 record and 
3.39 ERA during the first 
four seasons of their deals, 
according to STATS. Dur¬ 
ing the remaining years, 
they fell to a 7-7 record 
and 4.43 ERA. 

Durability decreases dra¬ 
matically, with the group 


averaging 205 innings in 
first seasons, 178 by the 
third year, and 132 by the 
fifth. 

Justin Verlander was 124- 
65 and 30 years old when 
he signed his big deal with 
Detroit in March 2013. Fie 
is 28-24 since, slowed by 
core muscle surgery be¬ 
fore the 2014 season. 

“I don’t think that there’s 
anyone that looks at 
long-term contracts tor 
pitchers that are older, 
and thinks that all of them 
are going to be years of 
investment that are at 
the highest rate,” Detroit 
Tigers president Dave 
Dombrowski said. “You 
expect some type of de¬ 
cline and adjustment that 
takes place.” 

Pitchers and catchers 
start workouts with World 
Series champion San 
Francisco on Thursday, 
and position players join 
five days later. Among 


the players making fresh 
starts are Pablo Sandoval 
and Planley Ramirez with 
Boston; Matt Kemp, Justin 
Upton and James Shields 
with San Diego; and Da¬ 
vid Robertson with the 
Chicago White Sox. 

And Alex Rodriguez re¬ 
turns to the New York Yan¬ 
kees at age 39 following 
his yearlong suspension. 
Seeking their first cham¬ 
pionship, the Washing¬ 
ton Nationals gave the 
30-year-old Scherzer a 
$210 million, seven-year 
contract, $5 million shy of 
the record for pitchers set 
by the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers’ Clayton Kershaw. 

The Cubs, who won their 
last title 17 days after the 
Ford’s first Model T left the 
car factory in 1908, guar¬ 
anteed $155 million over 
six seasons to Lester, and 
included 25 hours of pri¬ 
vate jet use annually to 
seal the deal with the left¬ 


hander, who turned 31 
last month. 

Epstein weighs health 
history, body type, ath¬ 
leticism, character, work 
ethic, mechanics and 
toughness among the 
factors in determining 
whether a pitcher is worth 
it. 

“If you sign Andy Pettitte 
at age 31, you would 
have gotten perfor¬ 
mance throughout the 
contract,” Epstein said. 
“So it's just a matter of try¬ 
ing to sign the right guy.” 
Brown became MLB's first 
$100 million man when 
he signed with the Dodg¬ 
ers in December 1998. 
Fie pitched Florida to the 

1997 World Series title, 
and San Diego to the 

1998 NL pennant. 

Brown's deal shocked a 
league accustomed to 
escalating salaries since 
free agency began in 
1976. Sandy Alderson, 


then an executive in the 
commissioner's officer, 
called it “an affront to 
baseball.” “I’m in mourn¬ 
ing,” said Larry Lucchino, 
San Diego's president at 
the time. "Not for the Pa¬ 
dres, but for baseball.” 
Brown was 139-99 with 
a 3.30 ERA when he 
agreed to the contract 
and went 72-45 with a 
3.23 ERA during the deal 
for the Dodgers and Yan¬ 
kees, who acquired him 
for the final two years. In 
all, the $100 million men 
have averaged a 96-64 
career record with a 3.46 
ERA when they agreed to 
the contracts, then a 39- 
28 mark with a 3.55 ERA 
mark while earning the 
big money. 

Just two of the previous 14 
have losing records under 
their deals: Zito was 63-80 
for San Francisco, and 
Cole Flannels has gone 
17-23 for Philadelphia de¬ 
spite a 3.05 ERA in the first 
two seasons. 

“For most long-term 
deals, you see the best 
return on investment in 
the earlier years, and 
typically in the last year 
or two, you’re not getting 
quite the bang for the 
buck,” Epstein said. “In¬ 
flation helps mitigate that 
somewhat, because by 
the end of your deals, sal¬ 
aries have escalated, the 
cost per win has escalat¬ 
ed, so you're not requir¬ 
ing the player to do quite 
as much to be worth the 
contract at that point.” 
Nine of the pitchers 
reached their deals as 
free agents, and the 
others were within two 
years of free agency. Ker¬ 
shaw and the Yankees' 
Masahiro Tanaka were 
the youngest at 25, and 
Brown the oldest at 33. 
Boras said the dropoff is 
factored in. Fie argues 
the aces are underpaid 
in the initial seasons. 
“These players may be 
worth $40, $45 million for 
those three or four years,” 
he said, “The complaint 
is that, ‘Oh, you’re going 
to pay for this in the lat¬ 
ter years.' Well, the reality 
of it is you’re not paying 
their true value in the ear¬ 
ly years. That's the quid 
pro quo. ”□ 
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A\L/ Celebrating our 28th 
Pelican Adventures anniversary with YOU! 

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK; Sunset & Dinner Cruise 


include* ^nacki, spen Bar, Caribbean mirtic, altar 2 haur* bf Suntei Cmlaa y*ii wil I enj&y a 3 cacraa Dinner at our 
Pellca n Naat Hntwirwil an llta Sea, laectacular view, prefeulanal service, FratWj nude dishes id spall ycur senses, 


Visit v* aC Caw del Mar Playa Linda, Holiday Inn Ccnciorgo/lDbliy desk) biMch hubs. RIU Hal between bnlil la £ 
Palasa Maiol dh Ihe bench, qr al ggr gwn Pglicjn Pier located between th* Hel iday Inn £ Plajri tinds fiasgrt. ° 

For resarvallQns call 5B7-23D2 [Mon-Sun ( Dr book online at; www.uellcan-aruba.Gom 


Are you a hack waiting to happen? Your boss wants to know 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The next 
phishing email you get 
could be from your boss. 
With high-profile security 
breaches on the rise, from 
Sony Pictures to Anthem, 
companies are on the de¬ 
fensive. And they 
want to make sure 
their employees are 
not a hack waiting 
to happen. 

Data show phish¬ 
ing emails are more 
and more common 
as entry points for 
hackers. Unwit¬ 
tingly clicking on a 
link in a scam email 
could unleash mal¬ 
ware into a net¬ 
work or provide 
other access to cy¬ 
berthieves. 

So a growing num¬ 
ber of companies, 
including Twitter 
Inc., are giving their 
workers a pop quiz, 
testing security sav¬ 
vy by sending spoof 
phishing emails to 
see who bites. 

“New employ¬ 
ees fall for it all the 
time,” said Josh Ab- 
erant, postmaster 
at Twitter, during a 
data privacy town 
hall meeting re¬ 
cently in New York City. 
Falling for the fake scam of¬ 
fers a teachable moment 
that businesses hope will 
ensure employees won’t 
succumb to a real threat. 
It’s even a niche industry: 
companies like Wombat 
Security and PhishMe offer 
the service for a fee. 
Phishing is very effective, 
according to Verizon’s 
2014 data breach investi¬ 
gations report, one of the 
most comprehensive in the 
industry. Eighteen percent 
of users will visit a link in a 
phishing email which could 
compromise their data, the 


report found. 

Not only is phishing on the 
rise, the phish are getting 
smarter. Criminals are “get¬ 
ting clever about social en¬ 
gineering,” said Patrick Pe¬ 
terson, CEO of email securi¬ 
ty company Agari. As more 
people wise up to age-old 


PayPal and bank scams, for 
example, phishing emails 
are evolving. You might see 
a Walgreens gift card offer 
or a notice about President 
Barack Obama warning 
you about Ebola. 

The phishing tests recognize 
that many security breach¬ 
es are the result of human 
error. A recent study by the 
nonprofit Online Trust Alli¬ 
ance found that of more 
than 1,000 breaches in the 
first half of 2014, 90 per¬ 
cent were preventable 
and more than 1 in 4 were 
caused by employees, 
many by accident. 


Fake phishing emails are 
indistinguishable from the 
real ones. That's the point. 
In one sent out by Wombat, 
the subject reads “Email 
Account Security Report - 
Unusual Activity.” The email 
informs the recipient that 
his or her account will be 


locked for unusual activ¬ 
ity such as sending a large 
number of undeliverable 
messages. At the bottom 
there’s a link that, were 
this a real phishing email, 
would infect the recipient's 
computer with malicious 
software or steal password 
and login information. 

If you click? 

Up pops a web page: 
“Oops! The email you just 
responded to was a fake 
phishing email. Don't wor¬ 
ry! It was sent to you to help 
you learn how to avoid 
real attacks. Please do not 
share your experience with 


colleagues, so they can 
learn too." It also offers tips 
on recognizing suspicious 
messages. 

In the 14 years since 
PhishMe CEO and co¬ 
founder Rohyt Belani has 
been in information secu¬ 
rity, he says the industry has 


changed from something 
a “geek in the back room” 
was supposed to take care 
of to something companies 
now handle at the highest 
level of management. The 
nature of the intruder also 
has changed, from prank¬ 
sters to criminal organiza¬ 
tions and nation-states. 

As the security industry de¬ 
veloped, he said, so did the 
idea of the user as “stupid” 
and the “weakest link,” 
destined to continue to fall 
for phishing attempts and 
other scams. Belani dis¬ 
agrees with that, faulting 
the security industry for not 


better training workers. 

“We posted posters in hall¬ 
ways, gave out squishy 
balls, (made) screen sav¬ 
ers," he said. “When was 
the last time you changed 
your password because of 
a squishy ball?” 

While phishing training 
emails are a “good 
cautionary mea¬ 
sure,” they aren’t 
“actually going to 
strike at the core 
of the issue," be¬ 
lieves Agari's Pe¬ 
terson. He, along 
with large Internet 
companies such 
as Facebook Inc., 
Google Inc. and 
Microsoft Corp., 
support establish¬ 
ing a standard that 
makes it impossible 
for scammers to 
impersonate your 
bank, social net¬ 
work or other busi¬ 
ness in an email. 
Think of it as a veri¬ 
fication system for 
emails. For now, 
though, this seems 
a long way off. 

So, at Pinnacle Fi¬ 
nancial Partners in 
Nashville, Tennes¬ 
see, employees 
will continue to re¬ 
ceive fake phish¬ 
ing emails, about 
one a quarter. The results 
are reported to the com¬ 
pany's audit committee 
and board of directors, 
said Chief Information of¬ 
ficer Randy Withrow. Since 
the 800-employee com¬ 
pany started the Wombat 
program Withrow said it 
has seen a 25 percent drop 
in successful phishing at¬ 
tempts. 

Workers “take it very per¬ 
sonally” when they fall for 
it, he said. “They become 
apologetic and wonder, 
‘how did I miss it?”’ 

Luckily for Pinnacle, it was 
only a test.Q 



In this June 16, 2013 file photo, users browse the Internet in an underground station in Hong Kong. 

Associated Press 
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Aer Lingus says strongly favors acquisition by IAG 


S. POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — Irish air¬ 
line Aer Lingus says it now 
strongly favors its acquisition 
by British Airways parent IAG 
in a statement to sharehold¬ 
ers issued Friday. 

IAG officials spent two days 
in Dublin this week lobbying 
the Irish government, the 
airline's No. 2 shareholder, 
to part with its 25.1 percent 
stake in the airline. IAG has 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A slight 
gain was enough to push 
the stock market back to 
record Friday. 

Stocks climbed as a re¬ 
bound in oil prices helped 
push energy stocks high¬ 
er. A report that showed 
growth picked up faster 
than forecast in Europe in 
the fourth quarter of last 
year also boosted investor 
sentiment. 

Investors were also pick¬ 
ing over the latest earn- 


stressed it won't proceed 
with its takeover bid, valuing 
Aer Lingus at 1.36 billion eu¬ 
ros ($1.55 billion), unless the 
government agrees to sell. 
Aer Lingus Chairman Colm 
Barrington said an IAG take¬ 
over would allow the airline 
to grow most strongly on 
North American routes, with 
Dublin Airport likely to grow 
as “a natural gateway" for 
trans-Atlantic travelers. 
Barrington said detailed 


Stocks have surged in Feb¬ 
ruary, rebounding from a 
January slump, as recover¬ 
ing oil prices have boosted 
energy stocks. Growing cor¬ 
porate earnings and the 
announcement of more 
stimulus to boost growth in 
Europe have also helped 
turn investor sentiment 
around this month. 

“Stability seems to be com¬ 
ing back,” said JJ Kinahan, 
chief strategist at TD Ameri- 
trade. “Overall, I think the 
market is going to go higher 
... but it may be a case of 


analysis of lAG's Jan. 26 of¬ 
fer of 2.55 euros ($2.90) per 
share, an improvement on 
two earlier offers, shows that 
“a combination of Aer Lin¬ 
gus with IAG has a compel¬ 
ling strategic rationale and 
will deliver significant ben¬ 
efits for Aer Lingus, its em¬ 
ployees, its customers and 
for Ireland.” But the airline’s 
share price slid 1.8 percent 
to close Friday night at 2.21 
euros ($2.52) as investors as- 


short of its all-time high. The 
Nasdaq composite gained 
36.22 points, or 0.8 percent, 
to 4,893.84. 

About three-quarters of the 
companies in the S&P 500 
index have now reported 
results for the fourth quar¬ 
ter, and earnings for the 
period are projected to rise 
by 7.5 percent. While that 
is a decline from growth of 
10.4 percent in the previ¬ 
ous quarter, it's better than 
analysts were expecting at 
the start of December. 

On Friday, V.F. Corpora- 


sessed that the airline's two 
biggest shareholders, the 
government and budget 
rival Ryanair, have shown 
little public appetite to sell. 
The government faces sub¬ 
stantial public opposition 
to any sale of its remaining 
stake in Aer Lingus, a sham- 
rock-emblazoned symbol 
of Irish independence that 
was floated on the Irish and 
British stock exchanges in 
2006.Q 


The media company 
gained $2.06, or 3.6 per¬ 
cent, to $59.83 after it re¬ 
ported earnings late Thurs¬ 
day that were slightly better 
than Wall Street analysts 
had been expecting. The 
company got a boost from 
higher advertising reve¬ 
nues, led by the broadcast 
of “Thursday Night Football” 
and political ad revenues 
associated with the mid¬ 
term elections. 

This month's sharp gains are 
making some analysts cau¬ 
tious on stocks. 

The price-earnings ratio for 
next year's earnings for S&P 
500 companies is at 17.1, the 
highest level in more than a 
decade. The measure is a 
gauge of how much inves¬ 
tors are willing to pay for a 
company's earnings. 
“Watch those valuation 
levels very carefully,” said 
James Liu, Global Market 
Strategist for J.P. Morgan 
Asset Management. 

Rather than tracking the 
broader market investors 
should focus on certain 
sectors, Liu says. At the mo¬ 
ment he favors so-called 
consumer discretionary 
stocks, which should ben¬ 
efit as hiring picks and con¬ 
sumers get more money in 
their pockets from lower gas 
prices. 

ConAgra was one of the 
biggest losers in the S&P 500 
on Friday. 

The food company, whose 
brands include Swiss Miss hot 
chocolate mix and Slim Jim 
beef jerky, dropped $1.59, 
or 4.4 percent, to $34.83 af¬ 
ter cutting its earnings out¬ 
look for the year late Thurs¬ 
day. ConAgra blamed the 
impact of a stronger dollar 
and intense competition for 
its Private Brands unit. □ 


ArcelorMittal marks 
$955 million loss as 
commodities slump 

STANLEY REED 
© 2015 New York Times 
LONDON - The world's larg¬ 
est steelmaker, ArcelorMit¬ 
tal, reported Friday a $955 
million loss for the fourth 
quarter, showing how dif¬ 
ficult it is to make money 
in slumping commodities 
businesses like steel and 
iron ore. 

The company’s large min¬ 
ing operations were hit by 
the sharp fall in iron ore 
prices, while its North Amer¬ 
ican steel unit also slowed. 
The Luxembourg-based 
steel maker’s write-off of 
$621 million on its invest¬ 
ment in China Oriental, a 
Chinese steel business, was 
another big contributor to 
the loss. 

Also Friday, ThyssenKrupp 
of Germany, another steel¬ 
maker, reported a modest 
profit of 43 million euros 
(about $48.8 million) for the 
quarter, in contrast to a loss 
of 70 million euros a year 
earlier. 

ThyssenKrupp, based in Es¬ 
sen, is benefiting from get¬ 
ting out of steel operations 
in the United States and 
paring its units in Europe 
while investing in capital 
goods businesses like ele¬ 
vators, factory design and 
auto components, which 
are less vulnerable to com¬ 
modity price cycles. 

“The economic environ¬ 
ment remains uncertain 
and the geopolitical risks 
high,” Heinrich Hiesinger, 
the company’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive, said in a state¬ 
ment. “That is why we are 
continuing to concentrate 
on the things that we can 
influence ourselves.” 

In a telephone interview, 
Guido Kerkhoff, Thyssen- 
Krupp's chief financial of¬ 
ficer, said that despite 
negative sentiment about 
the European economy, 
the company was experi¬ 
encing growth in demand 
for products like auto com¬ 
ponents. He said the nearly 
20 percent fall of the euro 
against the dollar since last 
spring, making German 
exports cheaper abroad, 
was aiding its industrial 
activities in Germany and 
elsewhere in Europe. 

“We produce a lot in Ger¬ 
many and depend a lot 
on German carmakers,” 
he said. “The weaker euro 
can only be helpful."□ 



Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York. A slight gain was enough 
to push the stock market back to record Friday. Stocks climbed as a rebound in oil prices 


helped push energy stocks higher. 

ings news. CBS gained af- two steps forward, one step 


ter reporting earnings that 
exceeded analyst’s ex¬ 
pectations, as the media 
company got a boost from 
better advertising revenue. 
V.F. Corporation, a cloth¬ 
ing company whose brands 
include Vans, Wrangler and 
Timberland, jumped after 
giving an upbeat outlook 
for the year. 


back.” 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
rose 8.51 points, or 0.4 per¬ 
cent, to 2,096.99. That sur¬ 
passed the previous record 
close of 2,090.57 set Dec. 
29. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage climbed 46.97 points, 
or 0.3 percent, to 18,019.35. 
The index is still 35 points 


(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

tion was one of the biggest 
gainers in the S&P 500. The 
company gained $4.26, or 
6 percent, to $75.26 after 
the company said that it 
was expecting “meaning¬ 
ful growth” in all of its mar¬ 
kets worldwide, despite 
challenges because of a 
strengthening dollar. 

CBS was another winner on 
Friday. 


Stocks close at record highs as energy recovers 
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Apple backslides slightly on 60-hour workweek limits 


BRIAN X. CHEN 
© 2015 New York Times 

Apple sold more iPhones 
last year than anyone 
could have imagined. But 
the company found that a 
lower percentage of fac¬ 
tories assembling its prod¬ 
ucts complied with a pol¬ 
icy preventing excessive 
work hours. 

The company's policy lim¬ 


its factory workers to a 
60-hour workweek. Apple 
said it had found that 92 
percent of the more than 
1.1 million workers in its sup¬ 
ply chain worked no more 
than 60 hours a week last 
year, compared with 95 
percent in 2013. 

Apple sold an enormous 
number of iPhones last 
year - last quarter alone. 


it sold 74.5 million smart¬ 
phones - so it is not surpris¬ 
ing that factories pushed 
more of their workers over 
the limits. 

Things also do not ap¬ 
pear as grim as they did 
six years ago, when Apple 
said 41 percent of audited 
factories were compliant 
with the 60-hour maximum 
workweek in 2008. 


Apple declined to com¬ 
ment on the decrease in 
compliance with its 60- 
hour maximum workweek. 
Jeff Williams, Apple’s head 
of operations, argued in a 
letter published online that 
every violation discovered 
by the company could 
lead to improvements. 
“People sometimes point 
to the discovery of prob¬ 


lems as evidence that our 
process isn't working. Noth¬ 
ing could be further from 
the truth,” Williams wrote. 
On the same day that Ap¬ 
ple published the audit re¬ 
sults, China Labor Watch, 
a workers' rights group 
based in New York, pub¬ 
lished a report on condi¬ 
tions at some factories that 
make Apple products.Q 


Sharp loss for Kellogg as sales of cereal remain stale 


STEPHANIE STROM 
© 2015 New York Times 

Consumers continued to 
shun cereal and its snack 
bar derivatives, causing 
steep losses at Kellogg Co. 
at the end of last year. 
Kellogg reported this week 
that it lost $293 million, or 
82 cents a share, in the 
fourth quarter that ended 
Jan. 3, in contrast to profits 
of $819 million in fhe same 
period fhe previous year. 
Stripping out a long list 
of costs associated with 
currency fluctuations, re¬ 
structuring, adjustments to 
pension liabilities and oth¬ 
er charges, Kellogg would 
have earned 86 cents a 
share, the company said. 
Sales were flat at $3.5 bil¬ 
lion, and the company re¬ 
duced its expectations for 
this year, saying it did not 
expect sales to improve 
much and that its operat¬ 
ing profits would be lower. 
“One of the key targets of 
success, I think, is target¬ 
ing realistic goals, which 
can be achieved over the 
long term," John A. Bryant, 
chief executive of Kel¬ 
logg, said in a conference 
call with analysts Thursday. 
“We think low-single-digit 


top-line growth for the to¬ 
tal business is an achiev¬ 
able goal." 

Some of the analysts, 
however, questioned 
what was happening to 


the money being saved 
through the company’s 
restructuring plan, known 
as Project K. 

“Where’s all the money 


going?" asked David 
Driscoll, who follows the 
company at Citi Research. 
“We’re not relying on 
Project K to drive bottom- 
line results,” Bryant said. 


“We’re investing Project 
K back into the business - 
we’ve got to get this busi¬ 
ness back to growth.” 

In a rare departure from 


the usual deference 
shown to management on 
such calls, Jason English, 
an investment analyst at 
Goldman Sachs, pointedly 
asked why the company 


was “rebasing" incentive 
compensation at a time 
of lagging performance. 
Kellogg said Thursday the 
change would reduce 


operating profits this year 
by as much as 4 percent. 
“It kind of surprised me, 
given that you’ve taken 
so many efforts to shrink 
your employee popula¬ 
tion,” English said, referring 
to cutbacks taking place 
over several years. 

Bryant said that incen¬ 
tive payments given to 
employees last year were 
“below target rates" and 
noted that the company’s 
incentive program ex¬ 
tended well beyond the 
executive suite. 

“It’s just a reflection of un¬ 
derperformance in 2014 
and going back to targets 
in 2015,” he said. 

Kris Charles, a company 
spokeswoman, said that 
at the beginning of each 
year, Kellogg sets aside 
a budget for bonuses for 
that year, planning to pay 
all of it out. 

“As the year progresses, 
the total percentage pay¬ 
out may change based 
on the performance of the 
business,” Charles said. 

In 2014, she said, Kellogg 
paid less in bonuses than it 
had anticipated because 
the business had not per¬ 
formed wellQ 



This photo shows a box of Kellogg's cereal on display on a supermarket shelf in Middleton, Mass. 
This week, Kellogg reported steep losses stemming from the end of last year. 

(AP Photo/Elise Amendola) 


Credit Suisse swings to profit, but braces for expenses 


CHAD BRAY 
© 2015 New York Times 
LONDON - Even as it swung 
to a profit in the fourth 
quarter from a year ear¬ 
lier, Credit Suisse this week 
announced cost cuts and 
pay reductions as it deals 
with a stronger Swiss franc 
and the fallout of legal set¬ 
tlements. 

The bank reported fourth- 
quarter profit of 921 million 
Swiss francs, or about $993 
million, compared with a 


loss of 476 million francs in 
the period a year earlier. 
Revenue rose 8 percent, to 
6.38 billion francs. The most 
recent results exceeded 
analysts' expectations. 

The year-earlier period in 
part reflected an $885 mil¬ 
lion settlement to resolve 
claims that the bank had 
sold questionable loans to 
the mortgage finance gi¬ 
ants Fannie Mae and Fred¬ 
die Mac in the prelude to 
the financial crisis. The pe¬ 


riod also reflected addi¬ 
tional legal provisions, pri¬ 
marily related to inquiries 
into wealthy Americans 
avoiding taxes by hiding 
assets overseas. “Our solid 
results for the fourth quar¬ 
ter demonstrate consis¬ 
tency in our performance 
amid a challenging mar¬ 
ket environment with in¬ 
creased volatility,” Brady 
W. Dougan, the Credit Su¬ 
isse chief executive, said 
in a news release. Credit 


Suisse’s fourth-quarter per¬ 
formance, however, came 
before the Swiss National 
Bank abruptly abandoned 
a cap on the franc against 
the euro, causing the value 
of the franc to surge. Dou¬ 
gan estimated that as a 
result, 2015 earnings would 
be reduced by about 3 
percent, and Credit Su¬ 
isse said it planned several 
measures this year to offset 
the appreciation of the 
currency and the effect of 


low interest rates, including 
about 200 million francs in 
cost reductions. Dougan 
said the bank expected 
to more than offset these 
factors by the end of 2017. 
Credit Suisse also said that 
executive bonuses for 2014 
were cut by 9 percent and 
that the board of directors 
and executive board had 
agreed to sharp cuts in 
their compensation in light 
of the bank’s settlements 
with U.S. authorities. □ 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 BPOE 
members 

5 Accumulate 

10 Talk back 

14 Gather crops 

15 _ yokel; small¬ 
town resident 

16 Applaud 

17 Learn by_; 
memorize 

18 Game often run 
by the state 

19 Monster 

20 Moved furtively 

22 Bawl out 

24 Door opener 

25 Inexperienced 

26 Gracie or Steve 

29 Rooster’s mate 

30 Approaches 

34 Sweetheart 

35 Sunbather’s 
reward 

36 McArdle or 
Mitchell 

37 Initials for the 
phone inventor 

38 Stingy 

40 Smidgen 

41 Celtic language 

43 Behold 

44 Featherbrain 

45 Actress Burstyn 

46 Get _ of; shed 

47 Most terrible 

48 Fibromyalgia 
symptoms 

50 Chum 

51 Place of 
privacy; refuge 

54 Panacea 

58 Make a salary 

59 Toil 

61 Mass of ice 
adrift at sea 

62 Set liberate 

63 Fib tellers 

64 Those who cry 
“Safe!” & “Out!” 

65 Snow toy 

66 Adder or rattler 

67 Final 

DOWN 

1 Makes a 
mistake 

2 Uris or Panetta 


3 Actress Winslet 

4 Orator 

5 Narrow street 

6 In a bad _; 
cranky 

7 Play a role 

8 Ringed planet 

9 Skier’s incline 

10 Rejected with 
contempt 

11 Seaweed 

12 Indira’s attire 

13 Ran fast 

21 Actor _ Berry 
23 Bandleader _ 
Goodman 

25 First book in 
the Bible 

26 Old saying 

27 Allowed by law 

28 Can wrapper 

29 _ a thin skin; 
is easily hurt 

31 Passion 

32 Peruses 

33 Wooden shoe 

35 _-tac-toe 

36 Drink served in 
a schooner 


38 Chop finely 

39 _ as a beet 
42 Well-educated 
44 Sad 

46 Keep 

47 Armed conflict 

49 Corridors 

50 Handbag 

51 TKO callers 


52 Actor James _ 
Jones 

53 Sequoia or ash 

54 Bottle stopper 

55 _ mater; one’s 
former school 

56 Cuts off 

57 In case 

60 Sheep’s cry 













































































































































































































































































































































































To combat fraud. Visa wants 
to track your smartphone 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Those 
days of calling your bank 
to let them know that, 
yes, you really are in Thai¬ 
land, and yes, you really 
did use your credit card to 
buy $200 in sarongs, may 
be coming to an end. 

The payment processing 
company Visa will roll out 
a new feature this spring 
that will allow its cardhold¬ 
ers to inform their banks 
where they are automati¬ 
cally, using the location 
function found in nearly 
every smartphone. 

Having your bank and 
Visa know where you are 
at all times may sound a 
little like “Big Brother.” But 
privacy experts are actu¬ 
ally applauding the fea¬ 
ture, saying that, if used 
correctly, it could protect 
cardholders and cut down 
on credit card fraud. 
Credit and debit card 
fraud costs consumers 
and banks billions of dol¬ 
lars each year, and that 
figure has been growing 
as data breaches have 
become more common. 
The banking industry had 
$1.57 billion in debit card 
fraud in 2013 and $4 bil¬ 
lion in credit card fraud in 
2012, the latest years for 
which data are available, 
according to the Federal 
Reserve. 

Facing these high costs, 
banks and the payment 
processors have been 
stepping up their efforts to 


cut down on fraud, and 
Visa’s announcement is 
just one small piece of this 
drive. JPMorgan Chase's 
CEO Jamie Dimon has 
said repeatedly that his 
bank spends $250 million 
overall on cybersecurity 
every year, and plans to 
double that spending. 
Here’s how it works: starting 
in April, banks will update 
their smartphone apps to 
include Visa’s new loca¬ 
tion-tracking software. If 
the consumer opts in, the 
Visa software will, over a 
period of time, establish a 
customer's home territory 
of roughly a 50-mile radius. 
If the person uses his or her 
Visa card at stores in that 
area, those transactions 
will be considered low risk 
for fraud. 

When that person travels 
outside their home area, 
the phone will notify Visa 
that they’ve entered a 
new city or country, using 
either the phone's cellu¬ 
lar data plan or the next 
time the phone connects 
to a Wi-Fi network. When 
that person uses their Visa 
card for a transaction in 
that location, Visa will al¬ 
ready know he or she is 
there and will be less likely 
to flag the card for a fraud 
alert. 

“We will be able to com¬ 
pare the merchant's lo¬ 
cation to the most recent 
cellphone location to 
show it’s a less risky trans¬ 
action," Visa executive 
Mark Nelsen said. □ 
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Classifieds 


Re/Sales 
Divi Links (Golf) 

1 bedroom week 6 room 
2321 36 weeks remain on 
the contract 10 can be 
accelerated .$8000 
more information call 
:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211736 

Re/Sales 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR wk 8 room #2530 
Harbor View Price:$8500 
Paradise Beach Villas 

1 bedroom week 7 room #424 
pool/ocean view $9500 

more info call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211736 

Re/Sales 
Casa Del Mar 

2 bedroom week 5 room 1501 
pool/ocean view $25000 

For Rent 
Divi Phoenix 

studio sleep 4 week 7 date : 

14 Febr to 21 Febr 2015 
Price:$1500 

more info call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatirnetravel.com 

211736 


ANTIQUES & 
CURIOSITIES 

ROCOCO rd 4" 

Tanki Leendart 

SALE SALE 

O^n Daily lion ■ F fi d 9-1 
Aftam*an 3-5 Sal. 9>1 only 
Mo - C*ll 741-&S4G 
ftholes-ale Gobble Rlasilc 
www.antlquesaruba.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 

Week room price 
1+2 517 $19,000 

10 137 $9,000 

14 348 $11,500 

8 561 $9,000 

13 501 $9,000 

14 540 $5,000 

14 349 $11,000 

10 521 $8,500 

9 135 $9,000 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

211695 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

Tropicana wk 7, Presidential 
wk 2/14 start, two pools, hugh 
slide, sleeps 4, lock off master 
Unit 5532, recent updates all 
amaneties, $3150 
e-mail: rmwimw@aol.com or 
phone US 508-651-0016 

211727 

FOR SALE 
Home in Oranjestad, 

3 bedrooms, 2 baths plus 
two rental apts. Plenty of 
land to develop 
professional offices or 
more apartments located a 
short walk to downtown. 
Price Afls. 420.000,-- 
($235,956,-). 

Call 5937118. 

211728 

TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
La Cabana 

Unit 137 A weeks 6&7 (Fri-Fri) 

1 bedroom ground floor sleeps 

4 quite side & building 2 
entrance & exits short walk to 
beach with ocean view $11,000 
both weeks 

e-mail 

alan.seymour@gmail.com 

211737 

CASA DEL MAR 
For Sale 

wks 52 and 01 (53 each 4 Y) 
Room 1130 all $38,000 
E-mail: espiaa26@amail.com 
Phone: (58)412-343-2626 

211731 


DOCTOR 
, ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

* Feb. 14 Dr. Thuis 
Feb. 15 Dr. Wijngaarde 
16 Dr. Angela 

EMERGENCIA 


911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: del Pueblo Tel: 582-1253 
San Nicolas: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 



February 14 

Carnival Triumph 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Teh 583 - 2999 _ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
1ek_5_82-44_33 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 



DUIDfl B0 01D0 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
For Sale 

2 story building with upscale 
Bar/Lounge with complete 
inventory. 

Plus operation PERMIT 
Call: 594-5661 

211735 



_Te^5_83-38_08 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Blood bank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 










































































Study: World dumps 8.8M tons of plastics into oceans 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
SAN JOSE, California (AP) 

— Each year about 8.8 
million tons of plastic ends 
up in the world oceans, 
a quantity much higher 
than previous estimates, 
according to a new study 
that tracked marine debris 
from its source. 

That’s the equivalent of 
five grocery bags full of 
plastic debris dotting each 
foot of coastline around 
the world, said study lead 
author Jenna Jambeck, 
an environment engineer¬ 
ing professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Georgia. 

And if the biggest polluters, 
mostly developing Asian 
countries, don't clean 
up how they throw stuff 
away, Jambeck projects 
that by 2025 the total ac¬ 
cumulated plastic trash 
in the oceans will reach 
around 170 million tons. 
That’s based on popula¬ 
tion trends and continued 
waste management dis¬ 
posal problems, although 
there may be some early 
signs of change, she said. 
More than half of the plas¬ 
tic waste that flows into the 
oceans comes from just 
five countries: China, Indo¬ 
nesia, Philippines, Vietnam 
and Sri Lanka. 

The only industrialized 
western country on the list 
of top 20 plastic polluters 
is the United States at No. 
20. The U.S. and Europe are 
not mismanaging their col¬ 



Jenna Jambeck, an environment engineering professor at the University of Georgia, holds a shop¬ 
ping bag filled with plastic trash from the ocean, right, and a plastic baggie with trash collected 
last fall from a clean up at Panama Beach, Fla., Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015, at the AAAS (American 
Association for the Advancement of Science) conference in San Jose, Calif. 

Associated Press 


lected waste, so the plastic 
trash coming from those 
countries is due to litter, re¬ 
searchers said. 

While China is responsible 
for 2.4 million tons of plas¬ 
tic that makes its way into 
the ocean, nearly 28 per¬ 
cent of the world total, the 
United States contributes 
just 77,000 tons, which is less 
than 1 percent, accord¬ 
ing to the study published 


Thursday in the journal 
Science. This is mostly be¬ 
cause developed coun¬ 
tries have systems to trap 
and collect plastic waste, 
Jambeck said. 

“We need to wake up and 
see our waste," Jambeck 
said. “I think the problem 
in some ways has sort of 
snuck up around us." 

The amount of plastics esti¬ 
mated going into the water 


is equal to how much tuna 
is fished year, so “we are 
taking out tuna and putting 
in plastic,” study co-author 
Kara Lavendar Law said in 
a press conference at the 
American Association for 
the Advancement of Sci¬ 
ence conference. 

Nancy Wallace, who is 
head of the marine debris 
program for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 


Administration, said plas¬ 
tic waste in the water is a 
crucial worldwide issue be¬ 
cause it is eaten by sea life 
and it also collects ocean 
toxins. 

There's also a clean-up 
cost and it affects tourism, 
she said. 

Unlike previous studies 
which looked at the plas¬ 
tic in the oceans, Jambeck 
used World Bank statistics 
on 192 countries’ waste 
streams to track and esti¬ 
mate plastic pollution from 
the source. She examined 
how much waste is gen¬ 
erated and the percent¬ 
age that to reaches the 
oceans. 

Jambeck’s estimates were 
for 2010 and ranged be¬ 
tween 5 and 14 million tons 
of plastic, with 8.8 million 
tons the middle scenario 
estimate. 

Previous estimates were 
less than 1 million tons but 
those were based on sam¬ 
ples. Scientists know that 
much can be hidden in 
the bottom of the ocean 
and in places researchers 
don’t get to. Last year An¬ 
dres Cozar of the University 
of Cadiz in Spain estimated 
the waste at about 35,000 
tons based on samples, 
but he said the new Jam¬ 
beck work adds important 
information to the puzzle of 
debris. And Cozar said his 
team acknowledged that 
“99 percent of the ocean's 
plastic is missing.”□ 


China wind power capacity jumps to record high 


BEIJING (AP) — China 
boosted its installed wind 
energy capacity last year 
to a record 19.81 million kilo¬ 
watts as the world’s biggest 
greenhouse gas emitter 
tries to switch its power grid 
to cleaner energy sources. 
The National Energy Ad¬ 


ministration said Thursday 
that wind farms produced 
153.4 billion kilowatt hours 
of electric power in 2014, 
making up 2.8 percent of 
total generated electricity. 
Last year's installed wind 
power capacity represent¬ 
ed a 23 percent jump from 


the 2013 level of 16.09 mil¬ 
lion kilowatts. 

China still produces about 
80 percent of its total ener¬ 
gy and about 60 percent of 
electricity by burning coal. 
In November, the govern¬ 
ment pledged to produce 
20 percent of the country’s 


total energy through non¬ 
fossil fuels by 2030, dou¬ 
bling its current level, while 
capping growth in its car¬ 
bon emissions by the same 
year, it not earlier. 

Already, China is a world 
leader in solar and wind 
energy production and has 


announced plans to further 
boost renewable energy 
investment. At the same 
time, China burns about 
half of the world’s coal and 
emits twice as much car¬ 
bon as the United States, 
the second biggest emit¬ 
ting country.Q 
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Familiar Oscar pattern seen in this year’s acting raceSu N D. 


SEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Os¬ 
car envelopes have been 
full of surprises over the 
years, yet one pattern per¬ 
sists: academy voters are 
moved by affliction. 

From 1988 to 1997, eight of 
the best actor winners had 
played a character with a 
mental or physical disability 
or disease. It’s been less of 
a trend for women but this 
year, an afflicted role is the 
clear favorite in the best 
actress category. 

In Oscar's 87th year, the 
acting front-runners for 
the Academy Awards 
are Eddie Redmayne, for 
his portrayal of ALS victim 
Stephen Hawking in “The 
Theory of Everything,” and 
five-time nominee Julianne 
Moore, for her depiction 
of a woman suffering from 
early onset Alzheimer's dis¬ 
ease in “Still Alice.” 

Both have scored wins from 
the Screen Actors Guild 
and the British film acade¬ 
my and in some ways, their 
Oscar success has been 
a foregone conclusion for 
months. 

Academy Award-winning 
depictions of disabilities 
and diseases have been 
around since the begin¬ 
ning, but starting in the 
late 1970s and reaching a 
saturation point in the mid- 
1990s, it began to look like 
a formula. 

Consider Dustin Hoffman 
in “Rain Man, Daniel Day- 
Lewis in “My Left Foot,” Tom 
Hanks in “Forrest Gump,” 
Al Pacino in “Scent of a 
Woman,” Geoffrey Rush 
in “Shine," or Colin Firth in 
“The King’s Speech," to 
name just a few. 

How have they done it 
again? Even the possible 
upsets in the best actor cat¬ 
egory fit the pattern, with 
Bradley Cooper's portrayal 
of the suffering Chris Kyle in 
“American Sniper,” or Mi¬ 
chael Keaton as a possible 
schizophrenic in “Birdman." 
Alan Turing, as portrayed 
by Benedict Cumberbatch 
also has what seems like 
undiagnosed Asperger 
tendencies in “The Imita¬ 
tion Game.” The short an¬ 
swer: Oscar simply wants to 
see the work. 

“There are three things that 
academy members seem 


to gravitate toward: Actors 
who play real people, ac¬ 
tors who go through a big 
physical transformation for 
their roles and actors play¬ 
ing a specific disease or 
condition, whether men¬ 
tal or physical,” said Dave 
Karger, chief correspon¬ 
dent for Fandango. Red- 
mayne’s Hawking checks 
off two of those irresistible 
boxes. 

One reason, Karger notes, 
is that the acting is out 
there. 

“It’s a very outward, easy 
to appreciate challenge 
that the actor has, to take 
a disease or a condition 
that we’ve all either heard 
about or that has touched 
our lives and really bring to 
life what it's like to tackle 
it,” said Karger. 

An actor’s work and pro¬ 
cess is built in to those 
performances in an un¬ 
derstandable way to non¬ 
actors. 

“It’s kind of like a big 
speech, or a big meltdown. 
It’s something that, when 
the voters have the ballots 
in front of them, they can 
think back and have an 
easy reminder of what was 
so great about a particular 
performance," said Karger. 
Also, actors themselves 
can’t seem to resist the 
challenge. 

“It felt like solving a puz¬ 
zle," said Redmayne at last 
year's Toronto Film Festival. 
He spent nearly five months 
doing research, meeting 
with Hawking, his family, his 
old students and specialists 
to figure out how ALS pro¬ 
gresses and how it affects 
the body. His goal was to 
be “really intricate in the 
physical degeneration." 
Moore's character Alice 
might be fictional, but it 
was important for her and 
the directors to show a re¬ 
alistic portrait of the effects 
of early onset Alzheimer’s. 
To prepare, she immersed 
herself in the world of both 
doctors and patients. 

“I was really starting at 
zero,” said Moore late last 
year. “I didn't want to rep¬ 
resent anything on screen 
that I hadn't actually seen. 
I felt like that was the only 
fair way to do it.” 


Continued on next page 



In this Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014 file photo. Professor Stephen Hawking, right, and cast member Ed¬ 
die Redmayne arrive on the blue carpet for the UK premiere of “The Theory of Everything” at the 
Odeon in Leicester Square, central London. 

Associated Press 
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This photo provided by courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures shows Bradley Cooper as Chris Kyle in Warner Bros. Pictures’ and Village 
Roadshow Pictures’ drama “American Sniper/’ distributed worldwide by Warner Bros. Pictures and in select territories by Village 
Roadshow Pictures. 

Associated Press 
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But process and transfor¬ 
mation mean nothing if 
what ends up on screen 
doesn’t move academy 
voters. 

“When you talk about 
thousands of people vot¬ 
ing, generally the consen¬ 
sus votes with its heart,” 
said AwardsDaily.com 
owner and Oscar blogger 
Sasha Stone. 

“They need that urgency... 
usually that comes up in the 
form of someone they feel 
sorry for, who they want to 
see overcome their disabil¬ 
ity,” she said. 

In some ways, the per¬ 
ceived expectation of 
awards recognition for this 
type of performance can 
actually diminish the work 
of the actors to cynical on¬ 
lookers. 

“I don't want to make it 
seem like anyone can play 
someone with a disease 
and win an Oscar. It has to 
be the confluence of the 


right role and the right ac¬ 
tor,” said Karger. 

Plus, it doesn't always result 
in a win, or even a nomina¬ 
tion. “Look at Jennifer Anis- 
ton. She tried it and it didn’t 
work for her,” added Stone, 


referring to Aniston not be¬ 
ing nominated for her por¬ 
trayal of a woman suffering 
from chronic pain in the 
little-seen drama “Cake.” 
Also, as USC School of Cin¬ 
ematic Arts associate pro¬ 


fessor Jason Squire notes, 
it’s a positive thing when 
these performances break 
out. 

“There's a healthy trend to¬ 
ward socializing these char¬ 
acters so you don’t think of 


them as disability first. Dis¬ 
ability is just a component 
of a character,” he said. 
With academy members 
still voting, nothing is locked 
in just yet. Oscar has sur¬ 
prised us beforeO 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwooda ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 


























FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES 


What Is the Purpose of Society? 


M Kintfi mwV, 



The Riddle of Powering Electric Cars 



MARK BUTMAN 
© 2015 New York Times 
The world of food and agricul¬ 
ture symbolizes most of what’s 
gone wrong in the United States. 
But because food is plentiful for 
most people, and the damage 
that conventional agriculture 
does isn’t readily evident to ev¬ 
eryone, it’s important that we 
look deeper, beyond food, to 
the structure that underlies most 
decisions: the political econo¬ 
my. 

Progressives are not thinking 
broadly or creatively enough. 
By failing to pressure Demo¬ 
crats to take strong stands on 
everything from environmental 
protection to gun control to in¬ 
come inequality, progressives 
allow the party to use populist 
rhetoric while making America 
safer for business than it is for 
Americans. No one seriously 
believes that Hillary Clinton will 
ever put the interests of Main 
Street before those of her do¬ 
nors from Wall Street, do they? 
At least not unless she’s pushed, 
and hard. 

It’s clear to most everyone, re¬ 
gardless of politics, that the big 
issues - labor, race, food, im¬ 
migration, education and so 
on - must be “fixed,” and that 
fixing any one of these will help 
with the others. But this kind of 
change must begin with an 
agreement about principles, 
specifically principles of human 
rights and well-being rather 
than principles of making a fa¬ 
vorable business climate. 
Shouldn’t adequate shelter, 
clothing, food and health care 
be universal? Isn’t everyone 
owed a society that works to¬ 
ward guaranteeing the well¬ 
being of its citizens? Shouldn’t 
we prioritize avoiding self-de¬ 
struction? 

Plenty of Democrats, even 
those who think of themselves 
as progressive, would not an¬ 
swer yes to those questions. 
Some would answer, “Don’t be 
na'fve, that’s impossible,” and 
others would say, “All we need 
to provide is equal opportunity 
for all and let the market sort it 
out.” (To which I’d reply, “Talk 
about na'fve!”) I’m fine with 
disagreement, but I’m not fine 
with standard public questions 
like “How do we create a bet¬ 
ter climate for business so it can 
provide more jobs?” Consider 
what this implies about the pur¬ 
pose of people, to say nothing 
about the meaning of life. The 
business of America should not 


be business, but well-being. 
Think about it this way: There are 
two kinds of operating systems, 
hard and soft. A clock is a hard 
system. We know what it’s for, 
we know when it isn’t working, 
and we know that 10 clock ex¬ 
perts would agree on how to fix 
it - and could do so. 

Soft systems, like agriculture and 
economics, are more complex. 
We don’t all agree on goals, 
and we don’t agree on whether 
things are working or in need of 
repair. For example, is contem¬ 
porary American agriculture a 
system for nourishing people 
and providing a livelihood for 
farmers? Or is it one for denud¬ 
ing the nation’s topsoil while 
poisoning land, water, workers 
and consumers and enriching 
corporations? Our collective 
actions would indicate that our 
principles favor the latter; that 
has to change. 

Defining goals that matter to 
people is critical, because the 
most powerful way to change 
a complex, soft system is to 
change its purpose. For ex¬ 
ample, if we had a national 
agreement that food is not just 
a commodity, a way to make 
money, but instead a way to 
nourish people and the planet 
and a means to safeguard our 
future, we could begin to re¬ 
configure the system for that 
purpose. More generally, if we 
agreed that human well-being 
was a priority, creating more 
jobs would not ring so hollow. 
Sadly, even if we did agree, 
complex systems are not sub¬ 
ject to clever fixes. Rather, 
changes often have unexpect¬ 
ed results (that shouldn’t hap¬ 
pen with a clock), so change 
necessarily remains incremen¬ 
tal. But without an agreement 
on goals, without statements of 
purpose, we are going to con¬ 
tinue to see changes that are 
not in the interest of the major¬ 
ity. Increasingly, it’s corpora¬ 
tions and not governments that 
are determining how the world 
works. As unrepresentative as 
government might seem right 
now, there is at least a chance 
of improving it, whereas corpo¬ 
rations will always act in their 
own interests. 

It’s been adequately demon¬ 
strated that more than minor 
tweaks are needed to improve 
life for most people. Let’s try to 
make sense of where the world 
is now instead of relying on out¬ 
dated doctrines like “capital¬ 
ism” and “socialism” created by 
people who had no idea what 
the 21st century would look like. 
Let’s ambitiously and publicly 
philosophize - as the conserva¬ 
tives do - and think about what 
shape a sensible political econ¬ 
omy might take. 

The big ideas and strategies for 
how we should manage soci¬ 
ety and thrive with the planet 
are not a set of rules handed 
down from on high. To develop 
them for now and the future is a 
major challenge, and we - pro¬ 
gressives and our allies - have to 
work harder at it. No one is go¬ 
ing to figure it out for us.Q 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2015 New York Times 


Steve LeVine became interested 
in batteries in the wake of the 
financial crisis. LeVine is the 
Washington correspondent for 
Quartz, a news site covering 
the global economy, and he 
sensed, he told me recently, “a 
loss of confidence in the U.S. 
in our ability to create a real 
economy” - one based not on 
financial instruments or a real 
estate boom, but real products 
that would help create entire 
new industries. 

The battery could be such a 
product. Not just any battery, of 
course, but a battery designed 
for electric cars and capable 
of powering them for 200 miles 
or even 300 miles per charge. A 
battery that could compete with 
- and eventually replace - the 
internal combustion engine and 
transform the electric car from a 
niche product to a mass-market 
automobile. 

Such a battery did not yet exist. 
But if such a thing could be 
invented, it might well develop 
into a $100 billion-plus market in 
its first five or six years of existence, 
according to LeVine. A battery 
like that could vastly improve 
energy security. And with so 
much less exhaust spewed into 
the air, the effect on climate 
change could be lowered. 
The United States was trying to 
develop such a battery, but so 
were many other countries. 


That interest led LeVine to the 
Argonne National Laboratory, 
one of the Department of 
Energy’s 17 national labs. For 
the better part of two years he 
was given access to its Battery 
Department, emerging with a 
captivating book entitled “The 
Powerhouse: Inside the Invention 
of a Battery to Save the World.” 
With the closure or winnowing 
of many of corporate America’s 
industrial labs - not least the 
famed Bell Labs, which is a 
shadow of its once-mighty self 

- industry now relies heavily on 
the U.S. government’s national 
labs for basic scientific research. 
Thus it was that scientists at 
Argonne, which is in the Chicago 
suburbs, discovered the battery 
chemistry that made electric 
cars possible, called NMC (for 
nickel-manganese-cobalt). The 
Chevrolet Volt uses a version of 
NMC, as will, reportedly, the next 
generation of Nissan Leafs. Which 
also suggests its drawback: The 
Volt only gets about 40 miles 
on pure battery power alone 
before it switches to its gasoline- 
powered engine. 

The core of LeVine’s book is about 
the effort to take the next big 
step: create a battery that can 
achieve five times that mileage, 
while still remaining stable - 
stability is always a big issue with 
batteries - and affordable. The 
scientists at Argonne - some of 
them larger-than-life figures in the 
battery world - labeled this effort 
NMC 2.0. Though the writing can 
get technical at times, LeVine 
still tells a rollicking good tale. 
The scientists make a number of 
painstaking advances, inching 
the chemistry forward, only to 
discover problems. One such 
problem is called “voltage fade” 

- an instability that is serious 
enough to make the battery 
unusable in an electric vehicle. 
There is also a private company 
in LeVine’s narrative, a startup 
called Envia Systems. Licensing 
the advances made by Argonne, 
it claims to have solved the rest 
of the puzzle. Its executives are 
persuasive enough that General 


Motors contracts with them to 
create the battery for an electric 
car it is calling, internally, the Bolt, 
which is supposed to get 200 
miles per charge. 

LeVine told me that, for a long 
time, he fully expected that 
his book would end with Envia 
solving the riddle of NMC 2.0, 
and having a wildly successful 
public offering. But that’s not 
what happens. As GM, Argonne, 
and LeVine eventually discover, 
the Envia claims were wildly 
exaggerated. After GM finds 
out the company won’t be 
able to deliver after all, it ends 
its contract with the company 
and looks to LG Chem Ltd., the 
big South Korean company, to 
supply the battery. 

Indeed, by the end of the book, 
scientists still haven’t solved the 
voltage fade problem, and NMC 
2.0 seems as far away as ever. 
Argonne wins a competition 
set up by the Department of 
Energy to create a “Battery 
Hub,” in which more than a 
dozen national labs, universities 
and corporate partners will work 
together to completely rethink 
theirapproach to the conceptual 
leap the government - and 
everyone else - is hoping for. In 
effect, they’re starting over. 

There is grist in “The Powerhouse” 
for critics of President Barack 
Obama. He pushed for battery 
innovation just as he pushed for 
solar innovation. The latter gave 
us Solyndra; the former gave us 
Envia. Financing efforts to invent 
a new battery is, without question, 
a form of industrial policy. 

But LeVine thinks this view is 
misguided, and so do I. 

“France and Germany and 
China have renewed their 
push for electric cars,” he says. 
“The stakes are so high and the 
dividends so rich that they keep 
going” - even if the quest seems, 
at times, quixotic. 

Besides, batteries are, as LeVine 
puts it, “a hard problem.” If the 
government won’t try to solve 
that problem, who will? O 
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Rio’s Carnival kicks off; city gears up for 5 days of fun 



Dancers perform in a street party in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The celebration is one of hundreds of 
street parties that are kicking off in the run-up to Carnival, which starts on Friday. Some of the 
“blocos” or street parties have social themes, but for many the basic message is just: “Dance.” 

(AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo) 


A. GOMEZ LICON 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The 

five days of over-the-top 
parades and raucous, al¬ 
cohol-soaked street parties 
that make up Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro’s world-famous Car¬ 
nival celebrations kicked 
off Friday amid a recent 
avalanche of bad news, 
including more evidence 
of Brazil's stalling economy, 
an ongoing drought and 
a snowballing corruption 
scandal at state-run oil gi¬ 
ant Petrobras. 

In the annual ceremony 
that marks the official start 
of the festivities, Rio Mayor 
Eduardo Paes handed over 
the keys of the city to King 
Momo, the mythical jester 
who reigns over the extrav¬ 
aganza. Musicians from Uni- 
dos da Tijuca, the samba 
group that won last year’s 
flamboyant parade com¬ 
petition, played a medley 
of the samba classics that 
make up the city’s tried and 
true Carnival soundtrack as 
a few dancers showed off 


their fancy footwork. 

Paes acknowledged that 
times are tough, but sug¬ 
gested Carnival would rep¬ 
resent a welcome respite. 
“We have lots of problems. 


lots of challenges and lots 
of defects,” he said, “but 
we are very proud to live in 
a city like Rio de Janeiro." 
Paes said the festivities were 
sure to bring more than a 


welcome dose of fun: More 
than 450 street parties were 
expected to bring an esti¬ 
mated 975,000 tourists out 
onto the streets. The visi¬ 
tors are expected to inject 


around $780 million into the 
local economy, he said. 

Still, many residents com¬ 
plain that the “blocos,” 
popular street parties, snarl 
traffic, generate tons of lit¬ 
ter and generally compli¬ 
cate daily life, particularly in 
areas such as Ipanema and 
Copacabana. Both beach- 
side neighborhoods are 
epicenters of the “blocos,” 
which are dedicated to ev¬ 
erything from Michael Jack- 
son to Super Mario Brothers 
and see revelers dress up to 
dance, sing, parade and 
down prodigious amounts 
of beer under the scorching 
sun. 

With the corruption scandal 
at Petrobras making head¬ 
lines daily for the past year, 
petroleum-themed Carni¬ 
val costumes were expect¬ 
ed to prove among this 
year's most popular. A Rio- 
based mask company has 
been churning out rubber 
masks of Maria das Gracas 
Foster, the Petrobras presi¬ 
dent who resigned earlier 
this month. □ 












